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We’re all waiting for something, aren’t we? Maybe you’re waiting for healing or for a spouse. Maybe you’re 
waiting for a child or for reconciliation with someone you love. Perhaps you’re waiting for a job or for 
God’s provision in another area of  your life. We don’t like waiting. In fact, we’re a society that has tried to 
rid our lives of  unnecessary waiting! You can now order your fast food on apps so restaurants can have 
your order ready the minute you drive into the parking lot. Waiting of  any kind is hard for us. 

Waiting was hard for the Israelites, too; they spent a lot of  time waiting for the hope of  the coming 
Messiah. Sometimes, our tendency is to rush through the Christmas season and find ourselves at the 
manger, where “the hopes and fears of  all the years are met in Thee tonight.” But that’s not the way life 
works. The story of  the Old Testament is a story of  longing and waiting—sometimes for many years—
for God’s provision and redemption. As children of  the new covenant, we also enter into this waiting as 
we long for the return of  our Savior, when He will make all things right. 

Our prayer this season is that you would slow down and enter into the waiting as you walk through 
each week’s reading. Each week will look at a different aspect of  waiting as we walk through the story 
of  the Bible, realizing that each of  these stories of  waiting point us to the hope we have in Jesus. We 
pray that you would be encouraged in your walk with Christ as you wait for Him. 

Waiting





Our story begins with God and creation. He makes the world and declares it all 

to be good. He also creates man and woman—the crown jewels of  His creation. 

Yet they disobey and choose to trust the scheming words of  the Deceiver 

rather than the truthful voice of  their Father. For this, they are thrown out 

of  the Garden of  Eden and exiled from their home. But God doesn’t give up 

on His people. He raises up servants for Himself  through Abraham’s lineage, 

promising that He will give them a place to call home. 

Waiting for the Promised Land



Now the LORD said to Abram, 
“Go from your country and your kindred and your 

father’s house to the land that I will show you. 
And I will make of you a great nation, 

and I will bless you and make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing.”

Genesis 12:1-2



 Abraham is the quintessential figure of  faith 
because of  how he left a familiar place for the strange 
and unfamiliar, simply because God called him to do 
so. Simply put, Abraham forfeited the familiar for the 
promise of  something better, a land large enough to 
sustain the generations that would follow him and would 
build upon the blessings God would bestow upon him.
 Each of  us has his or her “comfort zones”—
places where we can operate almost on auto-pilot 
because of  how we have become locked into patterns 
of  believing and behaving that require little thought 
and even less sacrifice. But the problem with those 
familiar places is that their customary character 
causes us to think we can manage things on our 

own, a major misunderstanding that deprives us of  
knowing the fullness of  God’s favor.
 As you read this text, think about the 
abandonment to God’s future it required of  Abraham. 
Think as well about how Abraham’s choice affected 
more than just his extended family, but also generations 
that would come after him—even to this day! Then, 
think about your own faith journey and how God is 
guiding you along a path that will ultimately lead you 
to a “land that is brighter than day.” Staying true to 
God’s promise will require you to go through occasional 
seasons of  discomfort, but it will also secure for you 
the confidence that your steady endurance will be more 
than worth the wait and the faith.

To Your Offspring I Will Give This Land

Monday, November 28 | Genesis 12:1–9 | Doug Dortch 



Then the LORD said, 
“I have surely seen the affliction of 
my people who are in Egypt and have 

heard their cry because of their 
taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 

and I have come down to deliver them 
out of the hand of the Egyptians and 

to bring them up out of that land 
to a good and broad land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey.”

Exodus 3:7-8



 Americans have a hard time wrapping our heads 
around what it’s like not to be free to do what we want, 
go where we want, buy what we want, or say what 
we want. That’s why we struggle hearing the message 
of  Exodus, where the children of  Israel moaned and 
groaned for too many years over the burdensome nature 
of  their bondage in Egypt. But we can think of  times 
when life began to close in around us, and we suddenly 
found ourselves unable to enjoy our days as we once 
could. How did we make it through those times? As 
people of  faith, we took our burdens and anxieties to the 
Lord, and in His time, He answered them.
  The hardest part of  waiting on God’s answer is 
understanding that God is at work even when it seems 
like nothing is going on. 
  Look carefully at this text. Notice that at the same 
time the people are taking their case to God, God is in 
the process of  preparing His servant, Moses, to be able to 

muster the courage and conviction to approach the new 
Pharaoh, demanding that he let God’s people go. The 
children of  Israel had no clue that a deliverer was on the 
way. Yet all that time, God was preparing His mediator, 
the shepherd Moses.
  Christmas, of  course, celebrates the birth of  
Christ, the one Mediator between God and humankind (1 
Timothy 2:5). In the fullness of  time (Galatians 4:4), God 
sent forth His Son to redeem us and make us His sons 
and daughters. Advent prepares us for such a celebration 
by inviting us to anticipate Jesus’ second coming and 
to use this time to prepare our hearts for our ultimate 
liberation in glory. Both are based on our hope that God 
will at some point intervene and make our lives much 
better than they presently are.
  So, if  things seem a bit unsettled for now, keep 
praying and keep preparing. God is at work, and help is 
on the way. God is at work, and hope is on the way.

Help Is On the Way

Tuesday, November 29 | Exodus 2:23–3:12 | Doug Dortch 



 Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people 
wept that night. And all the people of Israel grumbled against 

Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, Would 
that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died 

in this wilderness! Why is the LORD bringing us into this land, 
to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a 

prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?

Numbers 14:1-3



 The book of  Numbers is not about arithmetic. 
If  anything, it’s about murmuring—specifically, 
the murmuring of  the children of  Israel as they 
find themselves in the middle of  nowhere with the 
Promised Land nowhere in sight. So, you know how 
the people respond. They respond by pining for “the 
good old days,” when they had plenty to eat and 
plenty to drink and not a care in the world.
  Of  course, such a time never actually existed. 
The only “golden days” were ones where the hot 
Egyptian sun beat down upon them as they made 
their bricks to build Pharaoh’s palaces. How quickly 
they forget their pain and suffering in their impatience 
over God’s promise not arriving as quickly or as easily 

as they had thought. So great was their sin that God 
decreed that none of  that generation would enter the 
Promised Land, save the clans of  Caleb and Joshua, 
who had spied out the land and had chosen to believe 
in God’s ability to secure it for them.
  You’ve heard the saying, “Hindsight is 20/20.” 
It is also falsely alluring. Things in the rearview 
mirror always look better than they were. Only those 
who have seen the future can muster the fortitude 
to keep pressing on, believing in God’s ability to 
bring blessings to pass when blessings seem to be 
a thousand miles away. Anything less is outright 
rebellion against God, rebellion with which He will 
never find favor.

The Days that Never Were

Wednesday, November 30 | Numbers 14:1–45 | Doug Dortch 



 Know, therefore, that the LORD 
your God is not giving you this 

good land to possess because of your 
righteousness, for you are a stubborn 
people. Remember and do not forget 

how you provoked the LORD your God 
to wrath in the wilderness. From the 
day you came out of the land of Egypt 
until you came to this place, you have 

been rebellious against the LORD.

Deuteronomy 9:6-7



 The book of  Deuteronomy reflects on 
God preparing His people to secure what He has 
promised them—a land flowing with milk and honey, 
where they will live in peace and prosperity. Because 
God knows that faith can be fleeting, He inspires 
Moses to recount for the children of  Israel a long 
and, no doubt, painful tale of  their ancestors’ refusal 
to do what God had commanded them to do. This 
retelling sets the stage for what will become a new 
way of  understanding God’s purposes: Do what 
God says and be blessed, or reject God’s ways and be 
cursed. The choice is yours.
  That same choice exists today. God honors 
faithfulness and does not look kindly on disobedience. 
The problem is that we forget this truth when it seems 

like the “bad guys” aren’t being held accountable for 
their misdeeds, while blessings seem to miss those who 
show righteousness. But what we fail to understand 
is that God’s timetable for rewarding obedience and 
punishing faithlessness is one we can never know. 
We must be content with living moment by moment, 
pursuing God’s ways, and waiting for His favor to 
come to us at the right moment.
  Perhaps looking back at how your sins 
eventually caught up with you will be all the 
motivation you need to press on with the devotion 
that God desires and deserves. Only then will you 
know the blessing you really do not deserve and the 
favor that comes to those who make the choice each 
day to wait and to walk in faith.

Count Your Many Transgressions

Thursday, December 1 | Deuteronomy 9:1-29 | Doug Dortch 



 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord 
of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, 

who is not partial and takes no bribe. He executes 
justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves 

the sojourner, giving him food and clothing. Love the 
sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the 
land of Egypt. You shall fear the LORD your God. You 
shall serve him and hold fast to him, and by his name 
you shall swear. He is your praise. He is your God, who 

has done for you these great and terrifying things 
that your eyes have seen. Your fathers went down to 
Egypt seventy persons, and now the LORD your God 

has made you as numerous as the stars of heaven.

Deuteronomy 10:17-22



 The tenth chapter of  Deuteronomy continues 
the litany of  acknowledging past sins, which Moses 
began in the previous chapter. But it doesn’t 
last forever; ultimately, confession must lead to 
commitment—one that is based on a healthy fear of  
God’s power to bless and curse, depending on how 
His people respond.
  Fear is a word we don’t find very 
encouraging. That’s because we associate it with 
a source of  threat that only robs us of  the good 
for which we so yearn. But in the Bible, the word 
fear, when used about our attitudes toward God, is 
more about reverence and respect. It’s more about 
how we align our lives around God’s expectations, 
because we know in our heart of  hearts that only by 

following God’s ways will we secure God’s blessings.
  You only fear what you understand to be 
greater than you. Unfortunately, we’ve spent so 
much time and energy trying to fashion God in our 
own image that we have ended up with a god who is 
nothing like the Bible describes.
  That’s why this season of  the year is so critical 
to our faith. Understanding how the fullness of  our 
Creator could have come down to be with us as a tiny 
baby is more than enough to evoke wonder and awe, 
which is precisely the spirit that is necessary to lead 
us to order our lives around His glory and link them 
upon His unconditional love. As the children of  
Israel were to discover, these sorts of  faithful actions 
are always for our own good.

Fear Is Not a Four-Letter Word

Friday, December 2 | Deuteronomy 10:1–22| Doug Dortch 





Israel’s first and foremost leader was the Lord, but the Israelites wanted more. 

They wanted to be like all of  the other lands around them, with a physical ruler 

and king. The Lord grants their wish, but we see that, sometimes, when we get 

exactly what we ask for, it’s not all we hoped and dreamed! Samuel warned the 

people that having a king might not be a good thing, and we see this unfold in the 

historical books of  the Old Testament. Some kings are good and lead righteous 

lives, pointing to the Lord as their example. But some kings aren’t as faithful; 

they make alliances with foreign nations and practice syncretism—the mixing of  

worship of  false gods with the worship of  Yahweh, the one true God. We read 

these stories and we long for a ruler who is completely righteous and blameless 

before the Lord, who leads with competence and confidence in God’s calling on 

his life, and who has the best interests of  his people at heart. 

Waiting for a Righteous Ruler



 And the people of Israel did what was evil in the 
sight of the LORD and served the Baals. And they 

abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who 
had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They 

went after other gods, from among the gods of the 
peoples who were around them, and bowed down to 

them. And they provoked the LORD to anger.

Judges 2:11-12 



 In many respects, Judges is a sad book. All 
throughout the book, we read of  the many ways 
God’s people continually rebel against the Lord, 
choosing to worship the false gods of  the people 
around them rather than offering their worship to 
God alone. The people eventually endure God’s 
righteous judgment because of  their repeated 
disobedience. However, judgment isn’t God’s only 
response to their sin. Instead, in Judges 2:18, we 
read that the Lord is moved with pity for His people 
and raises up judges to deliver them from the hand 
of  their oppressors. The cycle of  sin, punishment, 
deliverance, and relapse into sin repeats throughout 
the book of  Judges. The judges lead the people to 
a place of  greater faithfulness for a time, but the 
people eventually return to their sinful ways. 
 During the season of  Advent, we are 
reminded of  the way in which the Lord showed pity 

and compassion to us by sending Jesus Christ, our 
righteous ruler, to deliver us from the punishment we 
deserve for our sins. Just as the Lord was moved to 
pity during the times of  the judges and sent leaders to 
deliver His people, so the Lord was moved to pity by 
our rebellion and sin and sent His Son to deliver us. 
 Unfortunately, we often follow the pattern of  
the people we find in the book of  Judges. Rather than 
faithfully following Christ, we often choose to go our 
own way. During the season of  Advent, spend some 
time in reflection and repentance. Examine your heart 
and ask God to reveal to you ways that you have failed 
to listen to and obediently follow Jesus Christ. Praise 
God that He has seen our sad condition and shown 
us compassion by sending Christ to deliver us from 
our oppression to sin so that we might walk in the 
freedom that comes from giving ourselves fully to His 
plan and purposes in our lives.

A God of Compassion

Monday, December 5 | Judges 2:1–23 | Wayne Splawn 



 But the people refused to obey 
the voice of Samuel. And they said, 
“No! But there shall be a king over 
us, that we also may be like all the 

nations, and that our king may judge 
us and go out before us and fight our 

battles.”

1 Samuel 8:19-20



 One theme we find recurring throughout the 
Old Testament is the Israelites’ tendency to be like 
the peoples around them rather than fulfilling their 
calling to be a people who are holy and set apart for 
the Lord. In 1 Samuel 8, the Israelites’ desire to be 
like the nations around them manifests itself  in their 
desire to have a king. The Lord tells Samuel that the 
people’s desire for a king is ultimately a rejection of  
His lordship in their lives. 
 Samuel warns the people that the king they are 
requesting will not bring the freedom and security they 
desire. Instead, the king will require them to serve in 
his army and give a tenth of  all they own in order to 
support the establishment of  the kingdom. However, 
the people are not dissuaded by Samuel’s warning. 
They persist in their demand for a king, and the Lord 
grants their request.

 Like the Israelites, we are often tempted to 
conform our lives to the cultural norms of  others 
around us. We may not state it explicitly, but there is 
sometimes a desire in our hearts to be like others who 
are not followers of  Christ. But, God has called us to 
be different. One of  the ways we fulfill our calling to be 
God’s holy people is by reflecting on the character of  
King Jesus. Rather than ruling over us with an iron fist, 
Jesus humbled Himself  by taking on flesh and being 
obedient to God the Father’s plans and purposes, even 
to the point of  willingly laying down His life on the cross 
for our salvation (Philippians 2:4–11). During this season 
of  Advent, take the time to reflect on the character of  
Jesus, our servant King. Ask God to give you a growing 
love for Christ and to empower you by His Holy Spirit to 
conform your life to the norms of  the kingdom of  God 
rather than the norms of  our culture. 

A People Holy and Set Apart

Tuesday, December 6 | 1 Samuel 8:1–22 | Wayne Splawn 



When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, 
I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your 
body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for 
my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.

2 Samuel 7:12-13



 Gift-giving is one of  the signature 
characteristics of  most of  our Christmas celebrations. 
In fact, I would venture to guess that you will spend 
much of  the season of  Advent making your list and 
checking it twice in order to ensure you get just the 
right gifts for your family and friends. 
 In 2 Samuel 7:1–17, we read of  a time in the 
life of  King David in which David decided that he 
needed to give a gift to the Lord. David dwelled in 
a nice house while the ark of  God dwelled in a tent. 
David thought it only right to build an impressive 
structure to house the ark of  God. 
 However, David soon discovered the Lord did 
not share David’s sentiment. Yes, a Temple would 
one day be built for the Lord, but not by David. As 
Dale Ralph Davis notes in his commentary on 2 
Samuel, the Lord is the one who will be recognized 
as the gracious gift giver in this passage of  Scripture 
(Dale Ralph Davis, 2 Samuel). God establishes an 

eternal covenant with David that will result in one 
of  David’s descendants ruling over God’s people 
forever. The eternal covenant God makes with David 
in this passage of  Scripture is an act of  God’s grace 
that is so extravagant that David could never repay 
the Lord. We have the luxury of  knowing that this 
Davidic covenant was finally fulfilled in Jesus Christ, 
the righteous ruler whose kingdom will know no end.
 Many of  us are tempted to follow David’s 
example and offer a gift to the Lord that adequately 
expresses our gratitude for all we have received in 
Jesus. In many respects, this is surely a godly desire, 
and we would do well to offer ourselves fully to God 
in response to all that we have been given. But during 
this season of  Advent, let’s not miss out on the truth 
that there is nothing we could ever do that would 
merit the gift we have received in Jesus Christ. Before 
you consider all that you might do for God, stand in 
awe of  all that God has so graciously done for you. 

A Gift We Could Never Repay

Wednesday, December 7 | 2 Samuel 7:1–17 | Wayne Splawn 



But they would not listen, but were 
stubborn, as their fathers had been, 

who did not believe in the LORD 
their God. They despised his statutes 
and his covenant that he made with 
their fathers and the warnings that 
he gave them. They went after false 

idols and became false, and they 
followed the nations that were 

around them, concerning whom the 
LORD had commanded them that they 

should not do like them.

2 Kings 17:14-15



 In 1943, Bing Crosby recorded the well-loved 
Christmas song “I’ll Be Home for Christmas.” The song 
has remained a favorite of  many over the years, thanks 
in large part to the way in which the song captures the 
importance of  place in the human experience. Many of  us 
will celebrate Christmas no matter where we find ourselves 
on December 25, but we long to be with a particular group 
of  people in a particular place on this important day. 
 Here in 2 Kings 17:1–23, we read of  the fall of  
the northern kingdom of  Israel. Due to their repeated 
sinful behavior and rejection of  the Lord, God expels 
them from the Promised Land and exiles them in Assyria. 
They are kicked out of  the home that signified God’s 
protection, provision, and blessing in their lives. 
 Why did God send them into exile? The writer 
of  2 Kings 17 indicates that they were being punished 
because of  the way they had rejected the Lord and His 
ways for many years, choosing instead to worship the 
false gods and adopt the cultural values of  the pagan 
peoples around them. Where did the people learn this 
sinful behavior? They were surely to blame for their 
own sinful choices, but idolatry was modeled for them 

by most every king that had risen to power in Israel (2 
Kings 17:7–8). The people had hoped a human king 
would lead them to flourish in the land, but the kings 
modeled a way of  life that would ultimately result in 
their expulsion from the land. 
 Our longing to be home at Christmas points to a 
deeper longing we all have to be at home with the Lord. 
All of  the comforts of  this world will eventually fade 
away. Our possessions will break or become obsolete 
over time. Our family and friends will one day pass away. 
Through death and decay, we will all come face-to-face 
with the truth that here we have no abiding home, but 
are seeking a city that is to come (Hebrews 13:13–14). 
In a sense, we are all in exile, longing for a land we have 
not yet known. However, we have reason to be hopeful 
during Advent, because it is during this season of  the year 
that we celebrate the birth of  the King who has come to 
lead us into our eternal home. The same Jesus who came 
into our world that first Christmas morning to lay down 
His life for our sins will one day return to earth and make 
His dwelling place with men. And on that day, you and I 
will truly be at home for the first time in our lives.  

Finally Home

Thursday, December 8 | 2 Kings 17:1–23 | Wayne Splawn 



 The LORD, the God of their 
fathers, sent persistently to them by his 
messengers, because he had compassion 

on his people and on his dwelling place. 
But they kept mocking the messengers of 

God, despising his words and scoffing 
at his prophets, until the wrath of the 

LORD rose against his people, until 
there was no remedy.

2 Chronicles 36:15-16



 A compassionate, loving parent usually gives his or 
her children multiple warnings before punishing them for 
something they are doing wrong. However, such warnings 
are not always as effective as a parent would hope. Rather 
than heeding the words of  warning they have received, 
children often persist in their bad behavior until their parents 
are forced to carry out the punishment they had been 
warning would come.  
 Yesterday, we read a passage of  Scripture detailing 
the events that led to the fall of  the northern kingdom of  
Israel. In today’s passage, we read of  the fall and exile of  the 
southern kingdom of  Judah. Judah had a few good kings, 
but the overwhelming majority of  them rejected the Lord’s 
will and ultimately led the people to their demise. The people 
of  Judah should not have been surprised by the punishment 
they were receiving at the hands of  the Babylonians. Just 
as a good parent provides warnings along the way, so the 
Lord repeatedly reminded the kings and people of  Judah 
of  the judgement they would receive if  they failed to repent 
of  their sins and return to Him with their whole hearts (2 
Chronicles 36:15–16). The people of  Judah failed to heed 
the warning messages to their own peril. 

 Just as God spoke to His people in the Old 
Testament, so our God continues to speak to us today. In 
Hebrews 1:1–2, the author of  Hebrews writes, “Long ago, 
at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers 
by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by 
his Son.” And throughout Hebrews, the writer pleads with 
his audience to listen closely to all that God has said through 
the person and work of  Jesus and to respond in faith. 
 Christmas is a celebration of  the word that God 
has spoken to us in Jesus Christ. During this season of  the 
year, our tendency is to focus exclusively on the messages 
of  love, hope, and peace that we receive from the Lord in 
the gift of  Jesus. However, the message we receive in Jesus 
Christ is also a word warning us of  the judgment that will 
come at Jesus’ second coming, and we must take seriously 
our need to repent and respond to God’s offer of  salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus entered the world that 
first Christmas as a baby in the manger, but He will return 
the second time as our righteous ruler, the One to whom 
every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that He is 
Lord. Lean in and listen closely to all that God is saying to us 
through Jesus, and do not despise this most precious word. 

Listen Closely

Friday, December 9 | 2 Chronicles 36:1–21 | Wayne Splawn 





Did you know that the book of  Psalms was a songbook for the Israelites? Many 

of  these songs were used in worship in the Temple, for festivals or holy days, and 

for corporate or private prayer. But they aren’t all songs of  joy. Over one-third of  

the Psalms are lament psalms—songs crying out to God for forgiveness or help. 

Many of  these Psalms echo the heart’s cry for waiting as the Israelites waited for 

God to deliver them. We, too, can sing these songs of  waiting, knowing that God 

hears the cries of  our hearts and knows our need for Him. 

Songs of  Waiting



By the waters of Babylon,
there we sat down and wept,
when we remembered Zion.

Psalm 137:1



 Today’s reading is a hard one for us. Most 
often, we look at Psalms as expressions of  praise and 
joy before the Lord. Yet, this psalm has no such joy in 
it. Rather, the reader is surrounded by the anguished, 
heartbroken, honest feelings of  the psalmist.
 When thinking and praying about what to 
write as a devotional for this psalm, the only thing that 
continued to come to my mind was that this psalm 
expresses in real and raw descriptions exactly what the 
psalmist feels inside. In no-holds-barred language, we 
get insight into what the psalmist feels regarding the 
Jewish captivity in Babylon. It was real. It was harsh. It 
was . . . honest.
 How does this relate to us in the season of  
Advent today? As you read this, you could turn on 
your radio right now and be bombarded with songs 
of  happiness. “Have a Holly Jolly Christmas” or “Feliz 
Navidad” or “There’s No Place Like Home for the 
Holidays” or even “Joy to the World!” The reality for us 
is that no one is completely happy all the time. Yet, we 

are often chided if  we let people see our true feelings of  
hurt, despair, or dejectedness. Instead, we often put on 
“faces” of  warm politeness, thus not allowing people to 
see the hurt we feel inside. 
 Advent is a time of  telling the good news of  our 
Savior’s birth. The song of  the angels was, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth, peace and goodwill 
to all.” Our good news for Advent today is that we 
celebrate Jesus Christ, who came to this world to save 
us from our sins. This same Jesus whom we celebrate 
during the season is also the same Jesus who is not 
afraid of  our honesty. Jesus knows our hearts and 
weaknesses, and we can be honest with Him. We may 
be feeling sadness or anger during this season. God isn’t 
afraid of  that. Bring that sadness or anger to Him and 
pray for the Lord to work in your life to transform your 
harsh emotions into peace and joy. As we wait for our 
celebration of  the birth of  Christ, know that He can 
and will do miraculous transforming works in our hearts 
if  we surrender our honest feelings to Him.

Honest Feelings and God’s Help

Monday, December 12 | Psalm 137 | Kely Hatley



Sing praises to the LORD, 
O you his saints,

and give thanks to his holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment,

and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night,
but joy comes with the morning.

 
Psalm 30:4-5



 Psalm 30 is a beautiful song of  thanks and 
deliverance penned by David. While it is designated 
for the “dedication of  the temple,” we know that the 
temple referred to must have been the second temple, 
or perhaps for its rededication during the Maccabean 
era. Solomon’s great Temple had not yet been 
constructed at the time this psalm was written.
 Most commentaries consulted agree that David 
wrote this psalm in response to God’s healing him from 
a sickness. Verses 1–3 acknowledge that God has healed 
and delivered David and saved him from the pit or 
Sheol (referring to the grave or the abode of  the dead). 
Following this praise, David invites us all to join in praise 
to the Lord because God’s favor lasts for a lifetime—much 
longer than His brief  moments of  anger.
 No sooner has David expressed his praise to 
the Lord for His favor toward him, than he changes 
the tide of  the psalm, thereby expressing dismay for 
when he felt abandoned by God, signified by “when 
You hid Your face . . .”  Verses 7–9 express the depth 
of  emotion David felt when his good times turned 
to bad times. In verse 10, we see David turn toward 
God, the source of  his strength, asking for God to 

hear his cries. In the final verses (Psalm 30:11–12), we 
get to see that God did hear David, and that David’s 
response is to continually pour forth thanks to the 
Lord as long as he lives. 
 This psalm is poignant for us during Advent as 
we “wait” for our Savior. Our waiting is not just for the 
baby Jesus, but for the second coming of  our Lord. Titus 
2:11–13 says, “ For the grace of  God has appeared that 
offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say ‘No’ 
to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 
while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of  
the glory of  our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who 
gave Himself  for us to redeem us from all wickedness 
and to purify for himself  a people that are His very own, 
eager to do what is good.”  In today’s world, it is easy to 
feel like David in that we could seemingly make a good 
case for saying that God has hidden His face from us. 
However, we know that when Jesus returns, He will 
defeat Satan and will establish His reign. In that day, we 
will be able to echo the words of  David, saying, “You 
turned my wailing into dancing.” And we will give thanks 
to the Lord forever.

God’s Faithfulness in Good Times and Bad

Tuesday, December 13 | Psalm 30 | Kely Hatley 



Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me!
Let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you.

May integrity and uprightness preserve me, 
for I wait for you.

 
Redeem Israel, O God,

out of all his troubles.
 

Psalm 25:20-22



 I have a lead foot when it comes to driving. 
But recently, I have been convicted that speeding is 
a sin because of  conversations with my son. Now, 
I pay attention to the speed limits and try to obey 
them. As you can imagine, this has really required 
a change in my mindset. Instead of  trying to get 
somewhere as quickly as I can, I make a conscious 
effort to slow down and enjoy the ride.
  I think that my old driving philosophy pours 
over into my relationship with God. I know that the 
Lord calls us to slow down and to wait on Him in 
prayer, allowing space and quiet for Him to speak. 
And yet, I prefer to speed on through or take the 
fast lane around my time with God, even though 
Scripture reminds me that prayer and meditation on 
God’s truths are most needed in every season of  life.
We see thoughtful prayer modeled clearly in Psalm 
25. In this psalm, David is in an incredibly stressful 

situation (verses 16–18). Still, he slows down 
    — to proclaim his trust in God (verses 1–2),
    — to recall his need for God’s guidance (verses 4–5),
    — and to recount God’s great love and mercy in     
         forgiveness (verses 7–11).  
David also
    — brings petitions to God concerning things that 
         trouble him (verses 16–20)
    — and asks the Lord to help him live with 
         integrity while he waits on God to act (verse 21).  
Use Psalm 25 as a pattern for your time in prayer 
today. Go back to the bullet points in the last two 
paragraphs and pray accordingly. In this Advent 
season where everything is so fast-paced, let’s make 
a conscious effort to slow down and enjoy time with 
God. Draw near to the One who, in His compassion 
and great love, offers freedom from sin through 
Christ our Lord.

Enjoy the Ride 

Wednesday, December 14 | Psalm 25 | Mary Splawn



For their sake he 
remembered his covenant,

and relented according to the 
abundance of his steadfast love.

 
Psalm 106:45



 I admit that I often have a hard time 
remembering things. This is one reason I find the 
calendar on my smartphone so helpful. If  I put an 
upcoming appointment on my calendar and set a 
reminder, then chances are I will not let it slip past 
me. However, if  it is not on my calendar, there is a 
good chance that I will miss an important meeting or 
appointment.
  Forgetting an important meeting is something 
that will cause you embarrassment in the short term, 
but will usually not carry consequences that last a 
lifetime. But there are other things in life you and I 
simply cannot afford to forget. One of  those things is 
the mighty ways we have seen God at work in our lives 
in the past. When we forget God’s faithfulness to us in 
the past, we often fail to seek after the Lord with all of  
our hearts in the present while we wait for Him to act 
again in the future.
  Here in Psalm 106, the psalmist writes about 
some of  the times God’s people forgot the ways God 

had saved them and shown Himself  faithful to them 
(Psalm 106:7, 13). When they failed to remember the 
ways God had shown them His steadfast love over the 
years, they engaged in sinful behavior, choosing to put 
their trust in idols rather than the living God (Psalm 
106:20). One of  the most beautiful truths in this psalm 
is that even though the people forgot God, He never 
forgot them. Instead, the psalmist writes that God 
remembered the covenant He made with His people 
and continued to love them with a steadfast love 
(Psalm 106:45).
  Most of  us will go through seasons in life when 
we struggle to sense God’s presence. While we wait 
for God in such seasons, we must do what people 
of  faith have had to do in every generation—namely, 
draw on our experiences of  God’s faithfulness in the 
past to assure us of  His faithfulness in the present. 
And, during this busy Advent season, let us not forget 
to schedule time on our calendars to remember the 
loving kindness of  God our Savior!

Remember While You Wait

Thursday, December 15 | Psalm 106 | Wayne Splawn



O Israel, hope in the LORD!
For with the LORD there is steadfast love,

and with him is plentiful redemption.
And he will redeem Israel

from all his iniquities.
 

Psalm 130:7-8



 Several years ago, I got stuck in a walk-in 
freezer. I forgot to engage the safety latch, and when 
the door closed behind me, the suction caused the 
door to seal tightly. Even though the door wasn’t 
locked, I couldn’t get out. I tried to push and kick the 
door open, but I couldn’t get it to budge. Finally, after 
many failed attempts to force my way out, I did the 
only thing I had left to do—cry out and wait!  
  This is right where we find the psalmist in this 
song. He is in a desperate situation and has no other 
recourse than to cry out to the Lord.
  Like the psalmist, I cried out in the freezer that 
day for help and began to bang on the door. I was 
desperate for someone to help me. Like the watchmen 
of  verse 6, I was waiting not for morning, but for 
someone to help me.
  After what seemed like an hour but was 
probably 15 minutes, someone heard my cry and came 
to my rescue. When he opened the door, I screamed, 

“You saved me!” I knew in that instant that my rescuer 
had done something for me that I couldn’t do for 
myself. The writer of  Psalm 130 understands this 
type of  salvation! He knows that he can’t fix or cover 
his wrongs. Only God can free him, forgive him, and 
redeem his situation.
  I love this psalm because of  the hope it gives 
me. I often grapple with the depth of  my sin, and I 
am comforted by the truth of  God’s mercy revealed in 
these verses. Like the author, I need the reminder that 
God doesn’t keep a record like the world does. While 
I might have to pay for my mistakes on earth, by His 
mercy and justice, God can look over my sins because 
He Himself  has paid the penalty.
 The writer of  the psalm knows that his only 
hope is in God’s Word—His Word of  forgiveness and 
rescue. Even today, our only hope is the same! We put 
our trust in God’s promises and the true “Word [who] 
became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).

Our Rescuer

Friday, December 16 | Psalm 130 | Mary Splawn 





Most of  the Old Testament prophets highlight a dark time in Israel’s history. 

Despite receiving the land they were promised, the Israelites find themselves 

exiled because of  their idolatry under the leadership of  such unrighteous rulers. 

Times are desperate; God’s people have been torn away from their homes and 

their lifestyles of  worship and taken into foreign lands to live under their enemies’ 

oppression. But the prophets point to a hope that is coming in the midst of  the 

grief: that God has not abandoned His people. Even as they wait for peace, they 

are reminded that He will continue to keep His covenant with them. Despite their 

unfaithfulness, He remains faithful. This is the shining beacon of  hope in the 

midst of  the darkness of  idolatry—that God’s love goes deeper than sin. God 

will bring peace to their land again, but this peace will not just be a political peace 

for only Israel; He will bring peace to all mankind, because He will make peace 

between man and God through Jesus’ atoning work on the cross.

Waiting for Peace



  The people who walked in darkness
  have seen a great light;
 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
  on them has light shone.
 

Isaiah 9:2



 Sometimes, to appreciate light, we have to sit 
in darkness. This is true for us as we walk through 
the prophets. The light of  Isaiah 9 shines brilliantly 
against the darkness in the book—the prophecies 
that Israel and Judah would be exiled from their 
land and taken from their homes by the strong 
arms of  their enemies. And, Isaiah makes it clear 
that Israel and Judah aren’t innocent either; Assyria 
and Babylon are an instrument in God’s hands to 
bring about His punishment on His people. The 
Israelites repeatedly break the covenant, worshiping 
idols rather than the God who brought them out 
of  Egypt, gave them the Promised Land, and called 
them His “treasured possession among all peoples” 
(Exodus 19:5).
 So, we sit in the darkness of  judgment and 
gloom as enemies wage war on the Promised Land 
and strip God’s people of  all that they hold dear—
their land, their homes, their communities, and even 
their cultural identity. Some are enslaved, taken to 
serve in a land foreign to them. Others are killed. 

But in the midst of  the despair and anguish, in the 
midst of  walking in deep darkness, Isaiah promises 
that light will break through. 
 Isaiah describes this light breaking through 
as the promise of  a new King with a new empire 
of  peace. But this won’t just be an era of  peaceful 
rule, free from war; this King will end all war (Isaiah 
9:4). There won’t be a need for a peaceful transfer 
of  power, because this King will rule forever. 
He will fulfill God’s promise to David that his 
kingdom would be established forever (2 Samuel 
7:16; Isaiah 9:7). But, this peace isn’t just political 
peace. Isaiah points forward to an all-encompassing, 
comprehensive, eternal peace in every sense of  the 
word—peace between nations and peace between 
individuals. But most importantly, this King will 
bring peace between God and His people. God’s 
people sit in the darkness, in judgment for idolatry. 
But, Isaiah points forward to the light of  a new day 
for God’s people when there will be “peace on earth 
and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 

Light Shines in the Darkness 

Monday, December 19 | Isaiah 9:1–7 | Amy Jackson 



But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the 
clans of Judah, from you shall come 

forth for me one who is to be ruler in 
Israel, whose coming forth is from of 

old, from ancient days.

Micah 5:2



 I love paradoxes, which are statements 
seeming to say two contradictory things that are 
simultaneously true (like “bittersweet”). Micah 
prophesies about the coming destruction in store 
for Israel and Judah because of  their sin. He even 
describes the torment as an “incurable wound” 
(Micah 1:9). Yet in the midst of  prophecies about 
exile, we hear whispers of  hope. One theme of  
Scripture is that God indeed judges His people, but 
He also gives grace. He judges for the purpose of  
restoration, to bring a remnant back to Himself. 
 This is the good news of  Micah 5, but it’s not 
given in quite the way we might expect. Micah declares 
a Deliverer will come from Bethlehem. Now, when 
we read the rest of  the story, we know Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem—we even sing about Bethlehem 
in Christmas carols! But the Israelites probably called 
Micah crazy. Bethlehem was too small to even be 
named among Judah’s towns in Judges (see Micah 5:2). 
Yet we are reminded that God works in unexpected 

ways—even in paradoxes. This same God brought life 
to Abraham’s lineage through elderly Sarah’s barren 
womb. He promised an eternal kingship to David—a 
small, insignificant shepherd boy. And the paradox 
of  paradoxes is that we find salvation through a King 
who makes Himself  low! The God of  the universe 
put on flesh and entered into the world in the most 
humbling of  ways: as a baby, born in a stable in a tiny 
town to poor parents, to die a criminal’s death for sin. 
 But this God isn’t weak. Yes, He empties 
Himself  and puts on flesh, but He is also recognized 
as a sovereign, ancient, and eternal ruler who will 
gather His people from exile. He even calls the 
Gentiles to Himself. He rules and shepherds His 
people with authority and care. When He comes again, 
He will come to rule. His people will live in peace, 
because He will be their peace. This is the best kind 
of  news and the best kind of  paradox, because it is 
a paradox that changes everything—for the Israelites 
and also for us Gentiles grafted into God’s family. 

A Mighty Ruler from a Small Town

Tuesday, December 20 | Micah 5:1–5 | Amy Jackson



Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and 
bitter weeping.Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to 

be comforted for her children, because they are no more.Thus 
says the LORD: Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from 

tears, for there is a reward for your work,declares the LORD, and 
they shall come back from the land of the enemy.”

Jeremiah 31:15-16



 The image of  Rachel bitterly lamenting over 
her children is moving. Rachel was Jacob’s wife and 
mother to Joseph and Benjamin (ancestors of  the 
northern tribes). While this weeping points back to 
her death in childbirth (Genesis 35:16–19), Jeremiah 
uses the image to remind us of  Israel’s anguish in exile. 
Rachel weeps because her children have been exiled by 
Assyria. And during Jeremiah’s time, Ramah—a city 
north of  Jerusalem—was home to a refugee camp for 
Judah’s prisoners, a place where Judah’s citizens would 
be chained together to march to Babylon.
 The good news is that this suffering is 
temporary. God declares that His people will be 
restored; they will return to Him in repentance, and 
He will show mercy on them. God tells Rachel she can 
rejoice because He is doing a new work, even though 
she cannot see it. He tells Rachel that she can trust 
Him, not because she knows His plan, but because she 
knows His character. 
 I love that we see God’s character as He speaks 
of  His people. He loves His dear and darling children 

(Jeremiah 31:20) with “an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 
31:3); even in exile, they will experience His grace 
(Jeremiah 31:1). This covenant love is a never-ending 
love, defined not as a promise, but as a fact. It is who 
God is and what He promises for His people, even 
when they fail to keep His covenant. He will ransom 
them and bring them back to Himself, and they will 
“sing aloud with gladness” (Jeremiah 31:7). 
 The historical fulfillment of  this passage comes 
when God’s people are finally released from exile. Yet 
we also sometimes find ourselves as Rachel, weeping 
over the world’s suffering. Sometimes, we weep over 
suffering directly brought on by sin, and sometimes, 
we weep because we realize that everything in the 
world is broken because of  sin. Jeremiah himself  
wakes up from this vision still in prison, where he will 
spend the rest of  his days. But he is comforted that 
this is not the end of  the story. God comes to comfort 
the Rachels of  this world, promising that, in Jesus, He 
will give us everlasting comfort, because one day, all 
suffering will end, and He will make all things right. 

We Will Weep No More

Wednesday, December 21 | Jeremiah 31:1–26 | Amy Jackson



“For this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after 

those days,” declares the LORD: “I will 
put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts. And I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people.”

Jeremiah 31:33



 I think it’s easy for us to read these prophetic 
passages and conclude that the Israelites’ problem 
was exile. But it wasn’t. In reality, their problem 
was sin. Looking back on Israelite history, we see 
the issue of  disobedience over and over again. The 
Israelites receive the law at Sinai, and soon after, find 
themselves fashioning a cow idol out of  their jewelry 
and worshiping it as “the gods who brought them out 
of  Egypt.” They end up at the Promised Land, doubt 
God, and are forced to wander in the wilderness. 
Eventually they get to Canaan, but the allure of  
foreign worship gets the best of  them, and led by 
unrighteous kings and false prophets, they eventually 
find themselves enslaved by foreign nations sent by 
God to punish them. Yes, at the end of  the day, their 
sin is the issue—and it’s our issue, too. 
 But Jeremiah says one day, everything will be 
different; a new day is coming when God will make 
a new covenant with His people. This is the only 
time that a “new covenant” is specifically mentioned 
in the Old Testament. Jeremiah connects this 

covenant with the covenant made at Sinai—with 
some differences. Instead of  the law being written 
on stones, it will be written on hearts. Circumcision 
will not be merely a physical act, but a spiritual 
reality: God’s people will have circumcised hearts 
(Deuteronomy 30:6). No longer will priests or 
prophets intercede for them. God will be their God, 
and they will know Him directly. 
 This same new covenant is mentioned in 
the New Testament. On the night of  His betrayal, 
Jesus tells His disciples that the bread and wine 
they drink symbolize the new covenant made in His 
blood. Jesus fulfills the expectations of  Jeremiah 31. 
Through His death, Jews and Gentiles are reconciled 
to God. God dwells in the saints through the work 
of  the Holy Spirit and writes His law on the hearts 
of  His children. You see, God doesn’t solve the sin 
problem by telling us to stop sinning; He solves the 
problem by providing a once-and-for-all sacrifice 
for us through the cross, and He gives us new hearts 
through the work of  the Holy Spirit. 

The Promise of a New Covenant

Thursday, December 22 | Jeremiah 31:27–40 | Amy Jackson



But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me;
my Lord has forgotten me.” Can a woman forget her 

nursing child, that she should have no compassion on 
the son of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will 

not forget you.

Isaiah 49:14-15



 Have you ever been forgotten? Granted, it’s an 
inconvenience to sit in line for a while and realize that the 
receptionist has forgotten to call you back, but it’s much 
more painful when someone you love forgets you in 
some way. In Isaiah 49, the Israelites despair that God has 
forgotten them. Zion cries out to the Lord in the midst of  
her exile and punishment, mourning that, “The LORD has 
forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me” (Isaiah 49:14). 
 I can’t wrap my mind around the pain the 
Israelites feel as they watch their enemies take over 
their towns, plunder their homes, and tear their families 
apart. Though they realize they have broken God’s 
covenant and are facing just retribution for their sins, 
in the midst of  the punishment, it seems as if  God has 
also abandoned them.
 God answers Zion by declaring that His love for 
His children goes deeper than the love mothers have 
for their nursing infants. Even if  mothers might forget 
their children, God never forgets. In fact, He says their 
names are engraved on His hands, on the same hands 

that placed each of  the stars in the heavens and hold all 
things together. 
 The Lord imagines a future day when all of  
these promises in Isaiah 49 will come to pass, when 
the Servant’s work (Isaiah 49:1–7) will be complete 
and Zion will pass from bereavement to joy as God’s 
people gather in new Jerusalem. Grief  will be no more; 
instead, Zion will exclaim, “I was bereaved and barren, 
exiled and put away, but who has brought up these?” 
(Isaiah 49:21) as she looks out on a city filled with 
children from all the nations. 
 I don’t know where you are today, but take heart 
that God doesn’t forget His children. He isn’t like an 
absentminded receptionist who forgets to respond to 
voicemails. He isn’t the delinquent dad who forgets 
to pick up his kids for the weekend. Whatever pain 
or grief  or loneliness you are facing, hold fast to the 
truth that God knows, that He doesn’t ever forget His 
children, and that those who wait for Him will never be 
put to shame (Isaiah 49:23). 

The God Who Never Forgets 

Friday, December 23 | Isaiah 49:14–26 | Amy Jackson





At last, we come to the week that we—and all of  Israel—have been waiting for with 

anticipation. God breaks into human history, not coming as a conquering king on 

a white horse, but coming instead as a defenseless child, born in a stable to humble 

parents. In our readings this week, we’ll meet several faithful saints who see with 

their own eyes the fulfillment of  the hopes of  Israel—for which they have been 

longing for many years. As you reflect on Christmas, treasure this truth in your heart, 

that those who wait for God are never disappointed. God has kept His promises 

to Abraham and to David through the birth of  the Christ child. The incarnation is 

proof  that God will do whatever it takes to bring His people back to Himself.  

Waiting for the Promised Child



 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and 
your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 

shall call his name John. And you will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.”

Luke 1:13-14



 During the weeks of  Advent, we saw that the 
people of  Israel frequently had to wait. They waited for 
land, a king, freedom, and hope. Their waiting was met 
with political oppression by the Roman Empire, a puppet 
king, and a temple that was no match for Solomon’s.
  They were in the land, but under the rule of  the 
Roman Empire. They had a king, but he was a puppet 
of  the Empire, not a friend of  God’s people. Their place 
of  worship had been rebuilt, but to inferior standards. 
Furthermore, the people waited in silence. It had been 
400 years since the prophet Malachi had spoken. They 
must have felt abandoned, helpless, and hopeless.
  In this context, we meet Zechariah and 
Elizabeth, a righteous couple for whom things haven’t 
gone right. They are old, and Elizabeth is barren. This 
is a heartbreak in every era, but barrenness carries the 
additional weight of  disgrace in their days. All natural 
means of  conception have long passed for this couple.
  It is into this silence, this perceived 
abandonment, that God speaks. It is time for a child. It 
certainly isn’t Zechariah and Elizabeth’s timing, but it is 
God’s timing. He will bring joy, hope, and healing in a 

totally unexpected way. God will send a child. A gift, not 
a right. A miracle.
  Their story serves as a microcosm of  the 
people of  Israel.
  When the people are most broken, struck down 
by the weight of  political oppression and spiritual 
silence, God speaks. When Israel is at the end of  her 
rope with no natural means by which she might be 
saved, God will send the promised child.
  This story is also our story. Maybe this year, 
you’ve come to the end of  your rope. Maybe Christmas 
doesn’t really seem much like Christmas to you. Things 
are different, and your heart is heavy. You may feel like 
old Zechariah, having waited for so long with no real 
hope. You may identify with the people of  Israel who 
waited for hundreds of  years with no answer.
 It seems that delayed dreams and broken hearts 
are often the exact path that the Messiah uses to fulfill 
His plan. With all natural means extinguished, the 
promised child of  Bethlehem becomes our only hope. 
He is the One who speaks into the barren places of  our 
souls with life. 

A Promised Child

Monday, December 26 | Luke 1:1–25 | Hayden Walker



He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,

as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his 

offspring forever.

Luke 1:54-55



 Yesterday, our passage highlighted one 
miraculous pregnancy. An old, barren Elizabeth 
conceived! Today’s reading records an even 
more miraculous pregnancy—a teenage virgin 
conceived! If  there ever was a brave, young, 
unwed mother, it was Mary.
  In response to Gabriel’s announcement, Mary 
could have reacted in fear—fear that Joseph might 
end their engagement, fear that her parents would 
reject her, fear that she might even be stoned to 
death. Instead of  fear, Mary responds in faith. Her 
faith is clearly expressed in several ways: she trusts 
the word of  God (Luke 1:38), she goes with haste to 
see Elizabeth (Luke 1:39), and she praises God with a 
hymn (Luke 1:46–55).
  Mary believes the word of  God is trustworthy 

even when it is confusing. It doesn’t make sense that 
she or Elizabeth could be pregnant. Moreover, it is 
perplexing that God would become man. Mary does 
not understand it all, but she trusts God.
  Isn’t that what we are all called to do? Our lives 
are confusing and chaotic. We don’t understand why 
God allows many things to happen. Our confusion 
could lead us to fear an omnipotent God. However, 
we cannot separate His sovereignty from the 
Bethlehem manger. We do not serve a distant, angry 
deity. Our God came near. The Creator of  heaven 
and earth wrapped Himself  in flesh. The One who 
is outside of  time was born into time for us and our 
salvation. It is this knowledge of  God that empowers 
us to respond to any perplexing situation of  life with 
faith instead of  fear.

Faith Over Fear

Tuesday, December 27 | Luke 1:26–56 | Hayden Walker



And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”

Luke 2:10 



 As you read this familiar Christmas passage, 
what images come to your mind? In my mind, I can 
hear the recording of  Dr. Nelson’s distinctive voice 
narrating our MBBC Living Nativity. Many of  you 
have participated in these special productions. You 
may recall that as the cast of  characters gathers 
together in the CLC gym, we pray and remind 
everyone to be very quiet during the show.
  However, it seems there are always some 
shepherds who forget that rule. It usually happens 
whenever a sheep comes close or the smoke of  the 
fire blows toward them. Their murmuring is met by 
hushed pleas for silence. We don’t like a disturbance!
  The shepherds in the real Christmas story 
cause a bit of  a stir themselves. They do not keep 
silent, but share what God has spoken to them 

(Luke 2:17–18). Perhaps there are people who hear 
the shepherds speaking and think they have lost 
their minds. Maybe they tell the shepherds to hush, 
just as we do at the Living Nativity.
 But these shepherds do not care if  they sound 
crazy. They have seen and heard miraculous things, 
and they want to tell everyone. They go forth in 
praise after they see the Christ child (Luke 2:20).
  This Christmas, I hope that you, like the 
shepherds, have experienced the presence of  Jesus 
and the marvelous reassurance that He has come 
for all people (Luke 2:10). This news is so good 
that we cannot keep it to ourselves—we cannot stay 
silent! The brave shepherds show us how to speak 
this good news of  great joy to the hurting world 
around us.

Speaking Shepherds

Wednesday, December 28 | Luke 2:1–21 | Hayden Walker



And coming up at that very hour she 
began to give thanks to God and to 

speak of him to all who were waiting 
for the redemption of Jerusalem.

Luke 2:38



 A painting housed in the Kunsthistorisches 
Museum in Vienna has captured my heart for 
a decade. Rembrandt painted many famous 
masterpieces, but this oft forgotten portrait is my 
favorite. When I first saw this painting, I felt a deep 
connection with the woman represented. There was 
something in her eyes that was so real. They seemed 
to portray a glimmer of  hope finally breaking in on 
decades of  waiting.
  I searched my Bible for the prophetess Anna. 
I wanted to read the story of  the woman with 
those patiently hopeful eyes. Anna’s story is only 
three verses in Scripture: Luke 2:36–38. Anna was 
married when she was a young girl. After only seven 
years of  marriage, her husband died. For over 60 
years, Anna was alone.
  Perhaps on the outside, things do not look 
great for Anna. Though seemingly forgotten, she 

never gives up on hope. I believe this is because 
Anna spends the bulk of  her time in worship, fasting, 
and prayer. Though outwardly wasting away, she 
is being renewed inwardly day by day. This is the 
kind of  eternally-focused faith Paul describes in 2 
Corinthians 4:16.
  The spiritual disciplines sustain Anna in 
spite of  her circumstances. And when the unlikely 
Redeemer—a six-week-old baby—passes by, Anna 
is spiritually sensitive enough to recognize the Christ 
child. Her hopes are finally realized and she is able to 
thank God and share with others.
  We will not be ready for the activity of  God 
in our lives if  we are not pursuing Him consistently. 
As the new year approaches, might you consider a 
steady implementation of  the spiritual disciplines 
Anna practiced? When God shows up in unlikely ways, 
which He is certain to do, you don’t want to miss Him.

A Disciplined Faith

Thursday, December 29 | Luke 2:22–38 | Hayden Walker



In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God.

John 1:1



 Our passage for today may not seem 
particularly “Christmasy” to you. However, I actually 
believe it is the most important Christmas passage you 
have read this week. That is because John develops 
for us a Christology that is robust and essential to our 
salvation. We need a few important details about the 
Bethlehem baby.
  During this season, we like to see Jesus as the 
cutest, littlest member of  our nativity sets. It would be 
easy to think that, as a last resort, God had to end up 
coming Himself  to fix things.
  John 1 corrects us. As you read this passage, 
remember that “the Word” is Jesus. Jesus was not created; 
it was through Him that all things were made (John 1:3)! 
He did not first come into being in Mary’s womb; He was 
in the beginning with God (John 1:2). The second person 
of  the Trinity is eternally pre-existent.

  The Word became flesh. The earth cannot 
contain God, the universe cannot keep Him, His 
big toe wouldn’t fit in the Temple . . . and yet, He 
became a baby. The fullness of  God wrapped in 
flesh. Completely divine, completely human. This 
is essential to our salvation. Jesus must be fully 
God to be able to atone for our sins and must be 
fully human to be our substitute. At the dawn of  
creation, God knew the work of  redemption would 
come only through Jesus. The baby in Bethlehem 
was sent to be crucified on Calvary. Jesus was never 
God’s backup plan.
  It is the miracle of  all miracles: the King of  
all ages, the Creator of  heaven and earth put on the 
flesh of  His creation. God became man, so that we 
might live in restored and eternal relationship with 
Him. Praise be to God!

Plan A

Friday, December 30 | John 1:1–18 | Hayden Walker 





“Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.” This liturgical confession 

also guides us as we move forward to the realization of  our hope in Jesus—not 

just that Christ came once at Christmas and died on Good Friday, but also that He 

was raised to life on Easter Sunday and is coming again. When He comes, we will 

dwell with Him as His people. Our broken, mortal bodies will be transformed into 

resurrected bodies like His, and all of  creation will be set free from its bondage to 

sin. Until that day, we wait with eager longing, knowing that, just as God kept His 

promise to the Israelites that He would intervene and send a Savior, He will also 

keep His promise to us that He will come again. Even so, come Lord Jesus!

Waiting for the King’s Return



And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and 

said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 

him go into heaven.”

Acts 1:10-11



 The disciples had spent most of  their lives 
waiting for the coming Messiah. I can imagine the 
slight letdown they feel here as they realized that 
Jesus isn’t “restoring the kingdom of  Israel” (Acts 
1:6) quite yet. Instead, He leaves to return to His 
Father, inaugurating a second period of  waiting 
for believers—a period that has continued for 
two thousand years, and that we also enter into as 
believers today. Like the disciples, we are waiting 
for Christ’s return.
 There’s good news here for us as we enter 
into this waiting. First, Jesus promises that He will 
never leave nor forsake His followers. He promises 
the disciples that they will be “baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now” (Acts 1:5), 
and we see that happen on the day of  Pentecost. 
And, this is true for believers today! If  you trust in 
Christ, the Holy Spirit dwells in you, which means 
that even as we wait for Jesus to return, He has not 
left us alone to our own devices! His Spirit guides, 

teaches, convicts, and comforts us; His Word 
equips and corrects us. 
 Second, Jesus also promises that we don’t have 
to wait around in boredom for Him to return; there’s 
work to do while we wait! He sends the Holy Spirit 
so the disciples will be equipped to be His witnesses 
to the ends of  the earth. I also love the good news 
the angel gives at the end of  this passage. As the 
disciples stare into heaven (probably feeling a little 
dumbstruck, to be honest!), the angel asks them 
why they are standing there gazing into the skies, 
reminding them that Jesus “will come [again] in the 
same way as you saw Him go into heaven” (Acts 
1:11). When we read the rest of  the New Testament, 
we see that the disciples trusted—with certainty—
that Christ would come again. They took the angel’s 
words to heart. In the same way, we can trust that 
Christ will return again, and this truth should move 
us to action today as we consider how we are also 
called to be His witnesses to the ends of  the earth. 

What To Do While You Wait 

Monday, January 2 | Acts 1:1–11 | Amy Jackson 



And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits 
of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, 

the redemption of our bodies.

Romans 8:23



 What does it mean to groan? The dictionary 
defines groaning as “deep, inarticulate sounds made in 
response to despair or pain.” I love this imagery! Paul 
doesn’t describe waiting for Christ’s return as fun and 
fancy-free. Rather, he tells us that even creation groans, 
waiting for the return of  the Lord (Romans 8:22). Why 
would creation groan? According to Genesis 3, sin’s curse 
has touched everything. Even creation, made by God and 
declared to be good, lives under the fetters of  a world 
wrecked by sin. Creation waits for the day when Christ 
will return and sin will be no more, and when creation 
will be restored fully in the new heaven and earth. 
 But creation isn’t alone. Believers also “groan 
inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons” (Romans 8:23). 
While we are recipients of  grace who find forgiveness 
through Jesus’ death on the cross, we still live in a world 
tainted by the effects of  the Fall. Our broken bodies 
will one day fail. We live in a world where sin seems to 
reign, and we suffer because of  others’ sin. And, even as 

believers, we still struggle with sin; while sin is no longer 
our master, the process of  sanctification is hard. We 
groan in anticipation of  the day when we will be set free. 
 There’s a third kind of  groaning, though, which 
is good news for us groaners: the Holy Spirit is also 
groaning (Romans 8:26)! But His groaning isn’t just over 
the brokenness of  the world. He groans alongside us, 
but He also groans for us to the Father. As we groan 
and mourn and long for Christ’s return, and experience 
moments where we can’t even put our heart’s sufferings 
into words, the Holy Spirit searches our hearts, interpreting 
our wordless cries to the Father. What’s more, Paul also 
encourages us by reminding us that God works in all 
things, even our groanings in the waiting, for His glory and 
our good (Romans 8:28–30), and that nothing—not even 
our groanings—can separate us from His love (Romans 
8:31–39). Take heart today that these groanings are 
temporary, pointing to a day when there will be no need to 
groan and when our faith will be made sight. 

Good News in the Groaning 

Tuesday, January 3 | Romans 8:18–39 | Amy Jackson



For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.

1 Thessalonians 4:14



 What do we have in common with people who 
lived thousands of  years ago? Although our lives may 
look very different, one thing we have in common 
is that we all face the reality of  death. Even with 
medical advancements, we can still only delay the 
inevitable. While we can now prevent deaths from 
simple infections, the prevention is still only a delay. 
All people in all times will eventually face death as a 
result of  our fallen condition. We live in perishable 
bodies broken by sin. 
 For this reason, Paul gives the Thessalonians 
some practical instruction, educating them about 
what death means in light of  Jesus. We will all die, 
yes, but Paul reminds us that we can have hope as we 
face death, because we know the One who defeated 
death (1 Thessalonians 4:14). Jesus’ resurrection is a 
promise for those who trust in Christ, that we, too, 
will be raised to life and given resurrection bodies 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16–17). In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul 
speaks of  Jesus’ resurrection like a deposit on our 
own resurrection—His resurrection is the firstfruits 

of  many resurrections to come!
 Notice that Paul doesn’t discourage believers 
from grieving; rather, he tells them that knowing 
Jesus and trusting that He will return changes how 
we grieve. It doesn’t mean we grieve less. Tim 
Keller argues that our grief  may be deeper than an 
unbeliever’s, because death reminds us that sin has 
broken everything. Death was never God’s intention. 
At the same time, our grief  is also temporary, because 
we trust that for God’s children, death isn’t the end of  
the story. We are not without hope. We will be raised 
to life and given new bodies to live in a land unbroken 
by sin, where everything sad will come untrue. 
 Paul tells us to encourage and comfort one 
another with these words—that we will see again 
those we love who are in Christ. But more than 
that, our greater comfort comes in knowing that 
we will be with the Lord forever. As we wait for 
that day with longing, we cling to the truth that 
“all things and all people are in His hands” (Leon 
Morris, 1 Thessalonians). 

Hope in the Face of Death 

Wednesday, January 4 | 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 | Amy Jackson 



And they have conquered him by the 
blood of the Lamb and by the word of 

their testimony, for they loved not 
their lives even unto death.

Revelation 12:11



 Sometimes, the Bible spells out things for us 
clearly, but occasionally, the Lord will use a descriptive 
story to demonstrate His point. John’s scene of  spiritual 
warfare paints Satan, the Schemer and Deceiver, who 
wants nothing more than to harm God’s children. 
 A woman—the picture of  Israel’s messianic 
hope—gives birth to “a male child, one who is to rule 
all the nations with a rod of  iron” (Revelation 12:5). The 
dragon—the devil—longs to defeat this child, because 
he knows that He is the anticipated promise of  Genesis 
3:15, the One who will crush the serpent’s head and 
restore God and man. He is Jesus. If  we look back to 
the New Testament, we see specific moments where 
Satan plots to destroy Jesus: through Herod’s murder of  
baby boys, through the wicked schemes of  the religious 
leaders, and ultimately through Christ’s condemnation 
and Crucifixion. Yet Satan doesn’t win, because Jesus 
is “caught up to God and his throne” (Revelation 
12:5). God raises Jesus from the dead and, through the 
Resurrection, Satan’s plans are forever thwarted. 

 The bad news is that Satan doesn’t just want to 
harm the child; realizing his eventual defeat, he comes 
after the rest of  the woman’s offspring—the church—
in an attempt to destroy whatever he can before his 
defeat is finally and fully realized. This, too, is part of  
the waiting. We recognize that there is spiritual warfare 
happening every day, and that Satan hates the things 
of  God and abhors seeing the gospel go forth. He will 
continue to attack until the end, because he knows his 
time is short (Revelation 12:12).
 But the good news is that followers of  Christ 
overcome Satan because of  “the blood of  the Lamb 
and the word of  their testimony” (Revelation 12:11). 
Paul reminds us in Romans 8 that nothing can separate 
us from God’s love, not even Satan’s schemes and plans 
to deceive and harm God’s children. And, John reminds 
us here that we overcome by our testimony as we hold 
fast to Jesus, our only hope, knowing that the war we 
experience now is only temporary and that Christ is 
coming again to put a final end to all evil, including Satan. 

The Woman and the Dragon 

Thursday, January 5 | Revelation 12:1–17 | Amy Jackson 



 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will 
dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them as their God.

Revelation 21:3



 At last, we’ve come to the day when we’ll receive 
what we’ve been waiting for. Honestly, one of  the scariest 
parts of  waiting is wondering if  what we are waiting for 
will ever happen. Will God bring healing in the midst of  
an illness? Will this relationship be restored? Will we ever 
feel at home anywhere? What will the future hold for us 
if  these longings continue unfulfilled? 
 The good news is that our hearts’ longings 
point forward to this day when all will be made right, 
because we will be with God; our waiting will come to 
an end. We will be at home with the Lord in the holy 
city, New Jerusalem—the true Promised Land we’ve 
always longed for. No earthly king will reign over us; 
instead, God Himself  will be our God, the perfect 
righteous Ruler. And, being in God’s presence forever 
means “the absence of  all that is evil and disruptive 
to shalom [peace]: tears, death, mourning, crying, and 
pain” (Scott Duvall, Revelation). We will live in perfect 
peace with God and one another. 

 It’s hard to imagine a day when there really will 
be no more sin or suffering or brokenness or pain. 
But this is our great hope as believers; we cling to 
His promise of  the One we are waiting for, the God 
who declares “Behold, I am making all things new” 
(Revelation 21:5). He says His words are trustworthy 
and true; we look forward to the day when all waiting 
will end as our hopes are realized, standing in the 
presence of  our Lord. These are words of  true 
comfort—that He is our God, the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end, who holds time in 
His hands. He also holds us in His hands, and one day, 
the Lord Himself  will wipe away every tear from our 
eyes. Sorrow and waiting will be no more. 
 Even so, come Lord Jesus! Stir up hope in our 
hearts and help us hold to the truth that the same God 
who broke into time and history as Jesus, the promised 
child, will come again. The conquering King will come 
again, and we will be at home with Him forever. 

When Our Waiting Ends 

Friday, January 6 | Revelation 21:1–8 | Amy Jackson 
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