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Singing the  
Books of the Bible

  Bill and I moved to Birmingham from 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in 1965. With 
three kids (little kids!) in tow, we were 
relieved to get settled in to our new home 
on Crestbrook Road and find a church we 
loved. Of course, Mountain Brook Baptist 
Church was that church.
  After joining the church, I volunteered 
to be the “piano player” for the third grade 
Sunday School. It was a great class, led by 
Harry and Sybil Terrell and Helen Crow. 
The class was large, and my piano playing 
and their singing could be heard down the 
halls.
  Their favorite song, which was entitled 
“Books of the Bible,” evidently went over 
very well, as those kids could recite (or at 
least sing) all the books “on command” 
at any time. I dare say not many people 
can recite these 66 books, but these third 
graders could!
  For twenty years I played the piano for Sunday School classes. Their faces are still clear in 
my mind. Now, over 50 years after I began, I still see a few of “my” students in the hallways of 
Mountain Brook Baptist Church. And I feel sure that if I stopped them right there on the spot, 
they could still recite the “Books of the Bible.” But they probably would have to sing it.

Carolyn Johnson

Carolyn and Bill Johnson, as pictured in the 2016 Church 
Directory.



Day of Remembrance
  Our church began observing a Day of Remembrance in 2011, on the day known as All Saints’ 
Day in many Christian traditions. The idea was brought forward by Dr. Timothy Banks, who was 
then serving as interim minister of music. Traditional hymns of All Saints’ Day were sung.
  Now the Day of Remembrance is celebrated every year on the Sunday closest to November 1. 
It is the Mountain Brook Baptist way to participate in what some Christians call All Saints’ Day.   
  In our Day of Remembrance, we follow the practice of many churches throughout the 
world. We recall and celebrate church members who have passed away in the last year since we 
observed the day. Their names are usually printed in the worship guide. With a large church 
like Mountain Brook Baptist Church, the list can be quite lengthy. As an act of remembrance, 
as each name is read aloud, a family member (or other representative) brings forward a single 
white rose which represents that person.  
  The roses are placed into a prepared vase and when finished, there is a beautiful white rose 

bouquet symbolizing the lives of those faithful who now worship 
around God’s throne in heaven. We sing hymns that remind 

us that heavenly worship is going on continuously. We, 
as the family of faith on Sunday mornings, get to add 
our worship of God into the wonderful heavenly 
worship that is never-ending in heaven. What a 

marvelous realization!  
  This service reminds us that our loved ones are 

more alive than ever, participating in the glorious 
worship of God around His throne. These words 

come from the final stanza of the grand hymn, “For All 
the Saints.”

  “From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, through gates 
of pearl streams in the countless host, singing to Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost: ‘Alleluia!’” 
  Dr. Kely Hatley began to serve as minister of music at Mountain 
Brook Baptist Church on October 7, 2012. He and Dr. Dortch 
planned their first Mountain Brook Baptist Church Day of 
Remembrance for November 4, 2012. The day has become deeply 
meaningful to the families and friends of people who passed away 
during the previous year.  

Honoring  
Sacred Memories:  

The Discipleship Window

  W.F. Broadhead (1893-1960) and 
Hilda Klinner Broadhead (died 1988) 
were downtown furniture merchants. They 
joined Mountain Brook Baptist Church in 
1952.  He was known for charitable service 
to children in the community and she 
was active in women’s clubs. Peggy Joyce 
Broadhead was their third daughter,  who 
lived only six years, 1929-1935.

The Discipleship Window presented in loving 
memory of Walter Franklin Broadhead and Peggy 
Joyce Broadhead by their wife and mother.


