
Who Paid For All This?
  “Now devote your heart and soul to seeking the Lord 
your God. Begin to build the sanctuary of the Lord God”  

(1 Chronicles 22:19 NIV).

The Mountain Brook Baptist campus didn’t just 
happen. Over the decades there have been numerous 
building and planning committees having in common 
a commitment to glorify God with a worthy facility 
for fellow believers to gather and worship. In 1944 
the Birmingham Baptist Association provided a 
small house across from Crestline School to serve as 
a temporary home. But at the first Deacons’ Meeting 
on December 4, 1944, a building committee was 

organized with a vision of a permanent home for the newly established church. 
  By April 1946 there were adequate funds to purchase the first 3.5 acres of the Montevallo Road 
property at $18,500, financed by paying $10,000 with the remainder over five years. Once the property 
was secured, the depleted fund was addressed by the church leaders with a report that the “Board 
of Deacons began a building fund with a volunteer pledge of $14,000 and over $100,000 worth of 
enthusiasm.” That enthusiasm ultimately resulted in the Chapel where the Rev. William E. Waterhouse 
preached the first sermon on Christmas Eve 1950. The contracted cost of $98,000, plus additional costs 
for furnishings, was partially financed with the remainder paid by the fast growing membership. In 
addition, Mountain Brook Baptist Church patriarchs Howard Buchanan and Dr. Herbert Harris each 
guaranteed 10% and John Bayliss 5% of the estimated $75,000 to be borrowed for equipping the Chapel 
building.  
  As soon as the paint was dry in the new Chapel, plans were underway for the attached educational 
space expected to cost $240,000. Growing a building fund up to $115,034 the church agreed to borrow 
$125,000 from Birmingham Trust National Bank based on 57 members providing personal pledges for 
$115,500 of the loan. Again, members not only provided funds but personally guaranteed the necessary 
loan. Locked away in the church office today is the stack of signed legal documents.
  Other projects have been funded by loyal and dedicated members. The Christian Life Center was 
envisioned in 1973 with John Holcomb Jr. reporting that 233 families had pledged $226,624 prior to 
construction. As with all previous building projects, there was broad financial support in the membership. 
  John Holcomb III recalled what his grandfather, the first John Holcomb, said was the fundraising 
method imported into Mountain Brook Baptist Church from First Baptist Church. When planning for 
the Sanctuary, which at that time would be the church’s most significant construction obligation, studies 
were made as to how to fund the project. Mr. Holcomb’s story recounts that Dr. Nelson gathered the 
Deacons and other committed members to discuss the expected cost and whether the less than 20-year-
old church would do what was necessary to build an expected $1,000,000 structure. The building finance 
committee was chaired by John Holcomb Jr. and backed up by John Holcomb Sr. Before the Deacons 
met, they had already gotten their committee to promise $185,000. Without revealing any names, the 
Deacons were assured that the pledging had already generously begun. The building could be financed.   
  The Mountain Brook Baptist facilities have been planned, financed, and erected by inspired and 
dedicated members. Their focus was primarily to glorify God with an eye to a membership they would 
never know. In 2018, and in years to come, the Mountain Brook Baptist Church membership is the 
beneficiary of their sacrifice, work, and financial commitment.
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A newspaper clipping from the Birmingham News Age-Herald 
shows the Rev. Waterhouse digging the first spade of dirt for 
the Chapel building project. The tallest man standing over the 
shovel is J.O. Moorman, chairman of the building committee.  
As one of the first Deacons of Mountain Brook Baptist Church, 
he made the first financial gift to buy the land. 



The Moscow Miracle
  The former Soviet Union was 
easing religious restrictions in 1992, 
for the first time in 75 years, and 
Mountain Brook Baptist Church 
got involved.  
  Dr. James D. Moebes had asked 
Mountain Brook Baptist Church 
member Catherine Allen, president 
of the Women’s Department of the 
Baptist World Alliance, to preach in 
both Sunday services on November 
22, 1992. Standing in the hall behind 
the Chapel before the 8:30 a.m. 
service, Dr. Moebes asked Catherine, 
“What would be the best thing that 
our church could do to help meet the 
opportunity in Russia?”
  Catherine Allen answered 
instantly, “Give $50,000 to complete the Baptist headquarters building in Moscow.” Baptists had 
never before been permitted to have an office building or even a decent telephone line. A building 
would permit the start of a seminary where classes would be held. The ruble inflation rate meant 
the funds were needed immediately.
  Dr. Moebes said to worshipers that morning, “Our church is going to give $50,000 to complete 
an office building for Russian Baptists!” The church trustees agreed to the funding but had two 
concerns; how to replace the $50,000 in our bank account and how to deliver the funds to Moscow.
  Cash was sent undercover by way of a Delta pilot, connections with lawyers in Moscow, and in 
the pockets of Baptist World Alliance couriers. Two months later Mountain Brook Baptist Church 
received a surprise gift of $76,000 from the estates of Reynolds and Eunice Baum, charter members.  
Mr. Baum was the longtime church clerk.
  That, my friends, is how God works!
  Leaders of the Russian Baptist Federation invited Mountain Brook Baptist Church to send a 
delegation for the dedication of the building on October 6, 1993. The group included Dr. Moebes, 
Catherine Allen, Margaret Cook, Jerry Edwards, and John and Mary Taylor. The group flew into 
Saint Petersburg before going on to Moscow for the dedication. They arrived in Saint Petersburg 
on the day when the world watched on CNN as President Boris Yeltsin’s forces fired on the 
parliament building. The siege was short lived and our group traveled on to Moscow where the 
building dedication came off on schedule.
  Mountain Brook Baptist Church has consistently been involved in missions in Birmingham, 
in Alabama, across America, and around the world. After all, isn’t that the command of Christ 
spoken in Matthew 28:19-20?

Hoyt Wilson

Dr. Moebes and Catherine Allen with missionary Norman Lytle and Knud 
Wumpelman of Denmark, president of Baptist World Alliance.

Mountain Brook in Russia: My Memories
  It was a thrill to travel to Moscow in October 1993 for dedication of the Russian Baptist 
Union headquarters and seminary building. Mountain Brook Baptist Church had given 
significant support to this venture. Dr. James D. Moebes, Jerry Edwards, Margaret Cook, and 
Catherine Allen were in the delegation with my wife Mary and me. 
  As we prepared to go through Russian immigration check point, we were somewhat tired 
but excited about our mission. Our luggage was being inspected and we had several large boxes 
which contained Bibles printed in Russian. One of the boxes contained no Bibles but only books 
in Russian entitled Mothers. A Russian soldier/inspector with a large knife prepared to open our 
boxes. We all were extremely apprehensive since there was a strict ban on bringing religious material, 
especially Bibles, into Russia. The box he chose to open was the one box containing the Mothers 
books. After seeing that, he chose not to inspect other boxes and waved us right on through. We all 
breathed a sigh of relief and thanksgiving. Truly the hand of God was on our mission.
  One other thing that stood out to me was the worship service with communion in a huge 

Sanctuary. The place was packed. The 
communion service was somewhat 
different from our traditional service. 
Real wine (strong) was used and we 
all drank from the same cup. The lip 
of the cup was wiped with a napkin 
after each participant took a sip. 
The bread representing the body of 
Christ was a huge loaf of bread. Each 
participant had to tear off a piece. 
It was a little difficult to tear off a 
small piece, so I had a large piece. 
Having been a Baptist all my life and 
participated in many communion 
services where small unleavened 
crackers were used, this was quite 
different to me.
  The entire service was quite 
meaningful, as we were seated in 
the choir and recognized as honored 
visitors and treated very graciously. 
This was a lifetime experience to 
worship our same God with people 
halfway around the world. I am 
thankful for this opportunity to have 
represented our church. 

John Taylor
Dr. James Moebes stands in front of the Baptist building in Moscow 
for which Mountain Brook Baptist Church gave a decisive amount 
of money. Our $50,000 had buying power of more than a million 
dollars at that moment in Russia, because of dramatic inflation.  


