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“It Can’t Be!”

A MESSAGE FROM DR. DORTCH

While I come to each New Year with some amount of disbelief and 
unpreparedness, there are some years when my shock level is simply 
beyond measurement. For example, I think back to the year 2000, 
when everyone was warning of cataclysmic computer crashes and the 
subsequent turmoil that would inevitably ensue. None of that came 
to be, of course, and life pretty much went on as it always had. But 
there was still this palpable trepidation prior to January 1 that some 
unforeseen reality would dawn that none of us would be quite ready to 
receive.
 
I haven’t had quite that anxiety in recent years, but this year I sense 
it welling up inside of me yet again. I know in my head that the year 
2020 is just the one that follows 2019, but every time I look at the 
number my heart tells me that this is the stuff of science fiction. It 
seems like just yesterday I had to gear up for Orwell’s 1984 and now 
I’m looking at a date I never imagined getting to experience. Who 
knows? Maybe Zagar and Evans’ hit song from the 1960s, “In the Year 
2525,” is not a pipe dream, after all. 
 
Okay, I’m overdoing it now. But the fact remains we do well to 
consider planning for eventualities we thought we’d never live to see. 
 
Actually, that advice is Bible-based. Scripture is filled with passages that 
counsel us to prepare for what God has in store for us, whether Jesus 
comes today or His return is a thousand years from now. The important 
thing to always remember is that whatever plans we come up with 
should be aligned with God’s plans, which go back to the foundation of 
the world and then extend into eternity. 
 
As we think about this “signal year” before us, I invite us to turn back to 
the words of Jeremiah, God’s prophet to Jerusalem at an “in-between” 
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time in the life of His people. The Babylonians were sweeping through 
the Ancient Near East, conquering everyone in their path. What did the 
future hold for the people of  Jerusalem? They looked to God’s prophet 
for answers that would show them the way forward.
 
Since my time here at MBBC, I don’t know that we’ve worked our way 
through one book of the Bible over an extended set of Sundays. Perhaps 
this is the time for us to do so. Therefore, between the first of January 
and extending through March, we’ll look at passages from Jeremiah, the 
“weeping prophet,” that might offer us direction for this time in the life 
of our church. 
 
As we do so, I’m inviting you to join me in praying about the plans God 
has for us. I’m choosing to believe, as Jeremiah says, they are “plans to 
prosper (us) and not to harm (us); plans to give (us) hope and a future” 
( Jeremiah 29:11). Linking our hearts with God will be the best way 
for us to be able to say, “It can’t be!” because of how once again we are 
staggered by God’s grace and how every year with Jesus is without 
question sweeter than the year before. 



Churchwide Events

Semi-Annual Church Conference 
Wednesday, January 15 | 6 p.m. | Heritage Hall 
We will have our Semi-Annual Church Conference on Wednesday, 
January 15 at 6 p.m. in Heritage Hall. Regular Wednesday night dinner 
will be served prior to the conference. 
 
At-Home Visitation Volunteer Ministry Training 
Sunday, January 19 | 12-1:30 p.m. | Hudson Hall 
Are you looking for a volunteer ministry? Our At-Home Visitation 
Team is in need of volunteers. Our church has a number of members 
who are no longer able to attend worship services or Bible studies. Once 
a month we provide a visitation bag to deliver to them. Our challenge 
is that we need more volunteers to deliver the bags. This is a volunteer 
opportunity for people of all ages, including family units.  
 
Malcolm Marler, Senior Director of Pastoral Care at UAB Medicine 
and Chaplain at UAB since 1994, will offer a brief training session on 
how to make an effective “at-home member” visit. You will be trained 
on how to schedule a visit, what to report back to the staff regarding the 
member’s health and needs, and how to offer compassion and love from 
their church. We want to communicate our care and God’s love to them 
each month. We don’t want them to feel forgotten! 
 
Lunch will be served (catered from Jason’s Deli) at $5 per person or 
$15 per family. Childcare will be available only by reservation. Call the 
church office to make your lunch reservation and childcare reservation 
by Friday, January 17 by 12 p.m. 

Combined Worship and Deacons Ordination Sunday 
Sunday, January 26 | 10:30 a.m. | Sanctuary 
We will have a Combined Worship Service on Sunday, January 26 at 
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary for the purpose of ordaining and installing 
our incoming Deacons.
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Project 119 Bible Reading Plan 
As we begin the new year, you may have made some sort of New Year’s 
Resolution. In 2020, we would invite you to consider reading Scripture 
alongside your church family at Mountain Brook Baptist Church. The 
reading plan below is for the month of January, and it provides readings 
for five days during the week, giving you the opportunity to catch up and 
reflect during the weekend. We will read through the book of Romans 
and read a Psalm every day. The book of Romans is Paul’s longest letter, 
where he lays out the theology of what Christians believe, and how that 
theology should make a difference in how we live. The book of Psalms 
has been called the songbook of the church. The Psalms help inform us 
in how to pray to God—in times of joy and in times of sorrow. Consider 
using the Psalms to help guide your prayer time each day by praying 
through that day’s assigned Psalm in the morning or evening. We will 
print out monthly reading plans in our monthly guides; the plans for 
February-April will correspond with our Growth Group reading plan.

January 5-February 1 Reading Plan

Week of January 5-11
Romans 1:1-17, Psalm 1
Romans 1:18-32, Psalm 2
Romans 2, Psalm 3
Romans 3, Psalm 4
Romans 4, Psalm 5

Week of January 12-18
Romans 5:1-11, Psalm 6
Romans 5:12-21, Psalm 7
Romans 6:1-14, Psalm 8
Romans 6:15-23, Psalm 9
Romans 7, Psalm 10

Week of January 19-25
Romans 8, Psalm 11
Romans 9, Psalm 12
Romans 10, Psalm 13
Romans 11, Psalm 14
Romans 12, Psalm 15

Week of January 26-February 1
Romans 13, Psalm 16
Romans 14:1-12, Psalm 17
Romans 14:13-23, Psalm 18
Romans 15, Psalm 19
Romans 16, Psalm 20
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Discipleship

The Secret Is There Is No Secret 
As we begin a new year, chances are good that most of us have given at 
least some thought to New Year’s Resolutions. It may be that you have 
totally given up on the practice of making resolutions at the start of a 
new year because you have failed to follow through with plans for self 
improvement in years past. However, I would venture to guess that even 
the most cynical among us stands on the brink of this new year with at 
least a glimmer of hope that we will make positive progress in some area 
of our lives in 2020. 
 
One area in which many people would like to see progress is physical 
fitness. This hope of becoming more physically fit causes many of us to 
look for a diet or workout plan that will reveal a secret that will make 
the path to peak physical condition easier or shorter. I came across the 
following tweet the other day that reminded me of the truth that there 
really are no secrets to growth:  
 
The secret is there is no secret. The secret is to stop paying attention to anyone 
who says they have a secret. 
 • If you want to get stronger: lift heavy things, rest, repeat. 
 • If you want to get faster: run, rest; repeat. 
 • If you want to become a better writer: write, rest, repeat. 
 
Getting in better physical shape requires eating a healthy diet and 
exercising regularly for an extended period of time. No secrets. No 
shortcuts.  
 
This same principle applies to our desire to experience spiritual growth. 
We hope to find a personal devotional, small group Bible study, sermon 
series, or church that will put us on the fast track to spiritual maturity. 
However, the secret to spiritual maturity is that there is no secret. 
Eugene Peterson addresses this truth in his book, A Long Obedience in 
the Same Direction: Discipleship in an Instant Society. Peterson writes:
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 “Millions of people in our world make decisions for Christ, but 
 there is a dreadful attrition rate. Many claim to have been born 
 again, but the evidence for mature Christian discipleship is slim. 
 In our kind of culture anything, even news about God, can be 
 sold if it is packaged freshly; but when it loses its novelty, it goes 
 on the garbage heap. There is a great market for religious 
 experience in our world; there is little enthusiasm for the 
 patient acquisition of virtue, little inclination to sign up for a 
 long apprenticeship in what earlier generations of Christians 
 called holiness.” 
 
If you stand at the beginning of 2020 hopeful that you will grow in 
Christlikeness this year, I would urge you to embrace a long path of 
obedience, trusting that God will do His work in you as you humbly seek 
to know and follow Him by committing to the following three things:   
 
The Word of God—God has chosen to reveal Himself to us through 
His Word. There may be seasons in which reading the Bible seems hard. 
There may be seasons in which nothing you read seems to apply to your 
current situation. When you go through these seasons, humbly stay the 
course, trusting that God is doing something in you as you faithfully 
read. If you do not have a Bible reading plan you follow, I would 
encourage you to follow the Project 119 Bible reading plan we provide.  
 
The People of God—God calls us to live in community with others. 
This often calls us to love people we find hard to love and to make 
adjustments to our personal schedule so we can meet with others. 
But, Christian discipleship is not an individual sport. We only grow in 
Christlikeness as we pursue the Lord in community. Show up regularly 
for worship, join a Sunday Morning Bible Study Class, and prayerfully 
consider participating in a Growth Group.  
 
The Mission of God—You were made to serve others. If you only 
focus on what you are getting out of church, there is a high likelihood 
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that you will leave worship services, Bible studies, and Growth Groups 
unfulfilled. However, if you enter each of those discipleship experiences 
asking God to show you how He wants to use you in the lives of others, 
you stand a much better chance of experiencing the presence and power 
of God in your life. Volunteer to serve as a greeter, sign up to care for 
children during worship, sign up to pick up doughnuts and bagels, or 
volunteer to run our weekly livestream. Whatever it is, commit to be a 
contributor instead of a consumer this year. 
 
I think God would have each of us be hopeful about our spiritual growth 
in 2020. However, God doesn’t offer us any secrets or shortcuts to spiritual 
growth. Instead, He invites us to meet Him in His Word, follow Christ 
alongside others, and serve others in Jesus’ name—and to commit to these 
things for the long haul. Please email me (wayne@mbbc.org) or call me 
at 205-803-3484 if you need more information about how to get plugged 
into the discipleship ministries or identify a place where you can serve 
others at MBBC. 

Discipleship (continued)

Dr. Wayne Splawn
ASSOCIATE MINISTER
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Growth Groups
Growth Groups are a great way to connect with others at MBBC for the 
purpose of growing in your relationship with Jesus Christ. Here are some 
characteristics that distinguish our Growth Groups from other small 
groups we offer at MBBC:
 
 • They are intentionally intergenerational. In a Growth Group, you
    have an opportunity to develop meaningful relationships with
    people you might not otherwise meet in the life of our church.  
 
 
 • They meet for a definite amount of time. Rather than meeting all
    throughout the year, Growth Group members commit to meet 
    for 10-12 weeks. 

 • They are closed groups. Once groups start meeting, we do not add
    new members. The reason groups are closed is that such groups
    foster greater intimacy and encourage participants to share things
    they might not feel comfortable sharing with a group that changes
    each week.
 
 • They are comprised of members of the same gender. Many of our
    Sunday Morning Bible Study classes are co-ed, but Growth
    Groups are designed for men and women to meet for discipleship
    with people of the same gender. 
 
 • The groups read and memorize Scripture, pray for one another,  
    read a discipleship resource, and commit to pray for one another. 
 
Our Winter/Spring 2020 groups will meet for twelve weeks beginning 
the week of January 26, concluding the week of April 26. If you would 
like to learn more about Growth Groups and how you can sign up for a 
group, contact Wayne Splawn (wayne@mbbc.org) to learn about groups 
for men and Mary Splawn (mary@mbbc.org) to learn about groups for 
women, or you can visit mbbc.org/growthgroups to register online. 
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Missions

Cooks On A Mission Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who came out to support our third Pop-Up Shop 
and Luncheon benefiting The WellHouse! At press time we were still 
selling leftover items, so we are not ready to close out the books yet, but 
we anticipate being able to present The Wellhouse with a check for at 
least $10,000. 
 
Meanwhile, our First Responders ministry has continued to provide food 
and cakes to metro Birmingham firefighters, police officers, and State 
Patrol officers over the holidays as well as to the National Guard Base and 
first responders in St. Clair County.  
 
In addition, we continued providing food bags for our Backpack Buddies 
partners at McAdory Elementary and Tarrant Elementary School. 
The residents of The WellHouse have been regularly helping pack the 
bags for the Backpack Buddy program at all three schools: Grantswood 
Community School, McAdory, and Tarrant. We are so grateful to our 
partners in the Backpack Buddies program in the Cornerstone Sunday 
Morning Bible Study, led by Kristy Parrot. We also appreciate all those 
who deliver the food week in and week out. With the help of our 
congregation we help keep approximately 120 children from going hungry 
each weekend.  
 
We hope you will continue to support our ministry by participating in our 
monthly food sale. In January we will offer Cuban Black Beans and Rice 
and, because it was so popular in the fall, we are bringing back White 
Chicken Chili. In addition, we will have our Sourdough Missionary 
Bread and Bacon and Cheddar Scones. We will have a few items from 
Thanksgiving available also. Our food sale will take place on Wednesday, 
January 15, from 2-6:30 p.m. 
 
Finally, please come join us the first two Fridays of each month as 
we cook. Whether you can only come by for an hour to put labels on 
containers or stay all day, you are welcome to find a place of service with 
us. And feel free to bring a friend from outside MBBC!
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Bible Championship Series - BCS 
Sundays | January 19, 26, February 2, 9, 16, 23 | 5-6 p.m. | 4th Floor 
We will divide 1st-3rd grade and 4th-6th grade to work on Bible skills 
through games and activities. Older children will sharpen their Bible 
skills by actually participating in a drill. 
 
Preteen Growth Group - FORGED 
Sundays, January 19-May 3 | 7-8 p.m. | PT’s Diner 
In January, preteens will study the Bible  to answer the questions “Who 
Defines Truth?” and “Why Should I Trust the Bible?” The material 
is written to meet weekly with five days of quiet time material to do 
on your own. Parents will be given a parent guide to discuss with your 
preteen during the week. 
 
Save These Dates 
January 31-February 1 • 4th-6th Grade Bible Drill Retreat 
May 27-28 • Preteen Mystery Trip 
June 20-27 • Family Mission Trip | Brunswick, Maine 
July 6-10 • Vacation Bible School | Theme Concrete & Cranes 
July 19-23 • Children’s Camp | YMCA Camp Chandler

Children’s Ministry
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Student Ministry

Sunday Morning Bible Study - New Series Starts January 12! 
Sundays | 9:15-10:15 a.m. | Student Ministry Area 
After a year working our way through the breadth of Scripture with 
the Foundations reading plan, on January 12 we start a brand new 
series looking at how we, as Christ-followers, are called to be set apart, 
different, even weird in the eyes of the world. Join us each Sunday 
morning for large group teaching and smaller discussion groups as we 
grow as disciples together. 

Student Growth Groups 
Wednesdays, January 8, 15, 22, & 29  | 7-8 p.m. | Student Ministry Area 
Join us each week as we dive deeper into relational discipleship by 
reading and memorizing Scripture and being community for one 
another. Starting in January, all student growth groups will meet in the 
Student Ministry Area.

South Africa Mission Team Meeting 
Sunday, January 12 | 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. | Student Ministry Area 
This is the first meeting for our South Africa Mission Team. Parents of 
students on the team are also encouraged to attend this meeting as many 
details will be shared which you will find helpful in your preparations for 
the trip.

The Brook 
Sundays, January 12 & 26  | 6-7:30 p.m. | Student Ministry Area 
This weekly gathering provides a relaxed, fun atmosphere for worship, 
teaching, and fellowship aimed to meet students where they are. (Note: 
We will not have The Brook January 19 due to Winter Youth Summit.)
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Church League Basketball 
Our church league basketball teams’ seasons continue. Middle School 
guys play Mondays at Dawson. Girls play Mondays at Shades Crest. 
High School guys play Tuesdays at MBBC. Check our Student Ministry 
Newsletter or Instagram for a full detailed schedule. 

Winter Youth Summit 
January 17-19 | Huntsville, Alabama 
This is an awesome event featuring fantastic worship and preaching, 
interesting break out sessions, and a great deal of fun with students from 
across the Southeast. Registration has closed, but late additions may still 
be possible. Contact Ben Winder (ben@mbbc.org) if you are interested—
we would love to have you join us!
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Women’s Ministry

2020 Women’s Retreat  
January 24-25 | Pursell Farms, Alabama  
Ladies, there is still time to sign up for our 2020 Women’s Retreat! 
Join us for a weekend of Bible study, fellowship, and fun at the Inn 
at Pursell Farms. Arrival times on Friday, January 24 are flexible; 
you are welcome to arrive anytime in the afternoon (dinner is on 
your own) and we’ll gather for our first session at 6:30 p.m. Our 
plans are to finish up on Saturday afternoon, January 25, and return 
to Birmingham before dinner. Cost is $150 and includes lodging, 
retreat t-shirt, continental breakfast items on Saturday, and lunch on 
Saturday. Lodging will be two people to a room. Spots are limited 
and the registration deadline is January 5, so sign up today to secure 
your space by visiting mbbc.org/womensretreat or by contacting Amy 
Hirsch (amy@mbbc.org or 205-803-3471). 
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ACTIVE Christian Living

ACTIVE Christian Living Luncheon 
Jazz Trombonist Michael Lingo 
“History of Big Band Music in Birmingham” 
Thursday, January 9 | 11:30 a.m. | Heritage Hall | $7 per person 
Michael Lingo will be our guest speaker in January. He is a Vice 
President and Financial Advisor with Morgan Stanley here in 
Birmingham, but he also happens to be a very fine trombone player 
and he plays in several groups in town. While he began his professional 
career as a music educator with the Bessemer School System, he quickly 
transitioned into his financial advisor career. He never lost his love for 
music and making great music with other fine musicians in our town. 
Mike has most recently played at our church this past July with the 
“Just Friends Little Big Band” for our ACTIVE Christian Living’s 
“Night on the Red Carpet.” He played for us again this past September 
29 in the brass quartet used to celebrate our church’s 75th anniversary. 
Mike is very actively involved with SuperJazz Birmingham. Comprised 
of 21 of Birmingham’s top Professional Jazz Players, SuperJazz has 
performed concerts in the Birmingham area each year since 1978. Mike 
will be speaking on the topic of the “History of Big Band Music in 
Birmingham.”
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ACTIVE Christian Living (continued)

ACTIVE Christian Living Day Trip | Les Miserables 
Saturday, January 11 | 12:45 p.m. arrive at church | $90 per person 
This wonderful musical, presented by Broadway in Birmingham, is 
a great show that you will not want to miss. The musical, written by 
Alain Boublil, Claude-Michel Schönberg, and John Cameron, had its 
premiere on October 8, 1985. It was adapted from French poet and 
novelist Victor Hugo’s 1862 novel of the same name. The musical 
has been a huge hit, and has quickly become popular throughout the 
Western world, developing such a reputation that it even had its own 
movie interpretation made in 2012. We only have 14 tickets left to this 
masterpiece, so make sure you purchase one as soon as possible. Don’t 
wait! Tickets will go fast! This is a 2 p.m. matinee show.

Contact Joseph Mendum (sradult@mbbc.org or 205-803-3488) to 
inquire about reservations.

Contact Kely Hatley (kely@mbbc.org or 205-803-3458) for more 
information about our ACTIVE Christian Living ministry. 



MBBC Staff

Dr. Doug Dortch
SENIOR MINISTER

doug@mbbc.org

Mr. Vince Blackerby
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

vince@mbbc.org

Mr. Joel Burks
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP LEADER

joel@mbbc.org

Dr. Kely Hatley
MINISTER OF MUSIC AND ACTIVE 

CHRISTIAN LIVING

kely@mbbc.org

Mrs. Sharon Howard
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN & 

FAMILY MINISTRIES

sharon@mbbc.org

Mrs. Amy Hirsch
FAMILY MINISTRIES ASSOCIATE

amy@mbbc.org
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Dr. Paul Mosteller
AAGO, ORGANIST

pwmostel@gmail.com

Mr. Joseph Mendum
ACTIVE CHRISTIAN LIVING AND
MUSIC MINISTRIES ASSOCIATE

sradult@mbbc.org



Ms. Cathy Spence
PIANIST

cspence@asfa.k12.al.us 

Mr. Tim Sanderlin
ASSOCIATE MINISTER TO 

STUDENTS

tim@mbbc.org

Dr. Wayne Splawn
ASSOCIATE MINISTER

wayne@mbbc.org

Mrs. Mary Splawn
MINISTER OF CONNECTIONS

mary@mbbc.org

Want to find out more about MBBC 
and our staff? Visit mbbc.org/staff
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Mr. Ben Winder
MINISTER TO STUDENTS

ben@mbbc.org



MBBC MONTHLY GUIDE

Generosity Scorecard as of December 29, 2019

2019 Ministries Budget            $3,447,078.00

Weekly Receipts      $82,371.25

YTD Receipts, includes prepays        $3,092,332.74

Average Weekly Budget     $66,289.90

YTD Budget              $3,447,078.00 

Weekly Net       $16,081.35

YTD Net                -$354,745.26

 
Remaining receipts required to achieve annual budget: 
$354,745.26

Ways to Give

 
To give online,

visit mbbc.org/give.
Text STOREHOUSE 

to 73256. 
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Love God. Live with Grace  
and Generosity.

/mountainbrookbaptistchurch

mbbc.org

/mtnbrookbaptist

MBBC Guest (password 803-3452)

205.871.0331


