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Thoughts On
Advent

The Advent 
season has  

become  
something very 
special to me. 
It guides me 

through what is 
truly important 

about  
Christmas. 

Without it, I 
would be so 

prone to take for 
granted what the 

season is really 
about.

- Joseph 
   Mendum 

ADVENT Worship Opportunities at MBBC:

A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 5 | 9 a.m. only | Sanctuary 
Second Sunday of Advent
Presented by the Sanctuary Choir Ensembles and instrumentalists

GLORIOUS : A Telling of the Christmas Story 
Sunday, December 12 | 5 p.m. | Sanctuary
Third Sunday of Advent
Presented by the MBBC Worship Band and other guests

The Spirit of Christmas
Wednesday, December 15 | 6 p.m. | Sanctuary
Presented by the Mellow Brook Singers  
and Mary Splawn as narrator



ADVENT Worship Opportunities at MBBC:

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Services
Friday, December 24 | 5 p.m. | Sanctuary
These identical services will feature the Sanctuary Choir, brass  
quartet, organ and timpani.Live-flame candlelight singing of  
“Silent Night” and Holy Communion will be observed. If you are  
concerned about large gatherings, the 7:00 PM service will likely  
be the less crowded of the two.

Christmas Eve Preschool-friendly Family Worship
Friday, December 24 | 3 p.m. | Sanctuary
This 35-minute service will feature a children’s message and  
battery-operated candles for all to hold. Holy Communion will be observed this year.

Order a Poinsettia to Adorn the Sanctuary!

 Each Advent/Christmas season we are blessed by the beauty of having poinsettias in our  
sanctuary.  These flowers are given each year by generous church members seeking to honor someone or 
to remember a loved one. The flowers are placed in each window and throughout the narthex and  
Hudson Hall to add to the festive nature of the season which celebrates the hope of the second coming 
of our Savior as well as the remembrance of His holy birth. Due to the fragile nature of poinsettias, we 
will wait to place them until December 12. If you would like to give a poinsettia in memory of honor of 
someone please contact Barbara Morgan (205-803-3443 or barbara@mbbc.org). The price is $20 each. 
The deadline for orders is Thursday, December 2.



 Continuing the lifelong work of Billy Graham, the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association  
mission is to support and extend the evangelistic calling and ministry of Franklin Graham by  
proclaiming the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to everyone it can by every effective means available 
to them and by equipping the church and others to do the same. We are fortunate to have a local  
resident as a Chaplain in the BGEA. John McGuire, a current Gardendale resident and member of 
Gardendale First Baptist Church, first became acquainted with the BGEA through Samaritan’s Purse 
ministry.  John’s son was a missionary to the Darfur region of Sudan. Samaritan’s Purse helped him in 
his work over there. This led John to check out who SP was. John made a rebuild trip with SP in 2010 
and has been with SP and the BGEA ever since.  
 We are fortunate to hear about the work of the BGEA and Samaritan’s Purse throughout our  
country and the world. Make your reservation to hear him and enjoy a wonderful meal together with 
your friends. You may register and pay online or call the church office to make your reservation.
Please make your reservation by Tuesday, January 11.

Thursday, Janurary 13
John McGuire – Chaplian 
11:30 a.m.
Cost $7
Heritage Hall
Reservations will open December 27!

Monthly Luncheons

Thursday, December 9
SINE NOMINE – “A Recorder Christmas” 
11:30 a.m.
Cost $7
Heritage Hall
Reservations are open!

 Do you remember learning to play the recorder in  
elementary school music class? What about your children? Do 
grandchildren drive you crazy playing “Hot Cross Buns” while you want to cover your ears? Well, have 
no fear. This month’s program features a professional group of recorder players in the three-member 
group, “Sine Nomine.” Janice Williams, the contact person of the Birmingham chapter of the  
American Recorder Society, is one of the three members of this group. She says that their group  
focuses mainly on early music, but that they will be playing some Christmas music for us as well.   
 
 Make your reservation to hear this great group and enjoy a wonderful meal together with your 
friends.You may register and pay online or call the church office to make your reservation. Please 
make reservations by Tuesday, December 7.
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Calendar At A Glance
• Last Day to Order Poinsettias for Sanctuary - Thursday, December 2 | $20 each

• A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols - Sunday, December 5 | Sanctuary | 9 a.m. only

• ACTIVE December Luncheon - Thursday, December 9 | Heritage Hall | 11:30 a.m. |  
  “SINE NOMINE” | Cost: $7

• Mellow Brook Singers to Present “The Spirit of Christmas” - Wednesday, December 15 | 
  Sanctuary | 6 p.m.

• Preschool Friendly Half Hour Worship - Friday, December 24 | Sanctuary | 3 p.m.

• Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Services Featuring Brass and Timpani 
  Friday, December 24 | Sanctuary | 5 p.m. or 7 p.m. 
 
 

ACTIVITY SCALE
Level Definit ion

Easy :  minimal 
walk ing

M o derate: 
walk  up to
a mi le

Ac tive:  walk 
as  much as 
t wo mi les

Challenging: 
spend most
of  the day 
on the go

Make Your 
Reservations

TODAY!
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A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

 This Sunday, December 5, in the 9:00 worship service only, the  
Sanctuary Choir Ensembles and instrumentalists will present a Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols.  The service will follow the format of the beloved service 
broadcast live from King’s College in England on Christmas Eve.  The service 
will trace the story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the 
birth of Jesus using nine short Bible readings (lessons) interspersed with the 
singing of Christmas Carols, hymns, and choral anthems. Our scripture lessons 
will be read by members of our congregation starting with children and moving 
through the various age groupings of our church.  Instrumentalists assisting 
in the service will be a flute, clarinet, violin and cello.  The congregation will 
have ample opportunity to sing carols of the season to help aid in our worship.  
Don’t miss this elegant telling of the Christmas story in person.  Bring  
someone with you to participate in this meaningful service.


