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March 24, 2019

A Church That Loves Children: 
Recollections of the Children’s Director

  Emma Laura Patrick served as director of children’s education from 1990 to 2007. She coordinated 
dozens of volunteer church members each year and, through her ministry, the church provided Christian 
education to hundreds of children. Children had a prized place in the church building on Sundays, 
Wednesdays, summertimes, and nearly any day of the week. She retired in 2007, turning over the work to 
Sharon Howard. These are Emma Laura’s recollections of that period:
  We provided more opportunities for children than did other churches. Of course there were 
excellent Sunday School classes for all ages. In addition, our missions and music programs were 
strong, Bible studies and Becoming a Christian classes were offered, and a Well Versed Kids 
program met on Wednesday afternoon for Scripture learning.
  We had summer day camp, and in 1995 we restarted the overnight summer camp. The most 
popular program I started was PNO, Parents’ Night Out. It was a ministry for the parents to 
have a date night, while their children had quality care at their church. The elementary children 
could bring a friend. It was from 6:30 until 9:30 p.m. with 
activities and snacks provided.
  Once every summer we had a children’s lock-in in the 
church building. Children played, slept or rested or talked, 
but had to be quiet by 2 a.m. Haha! The parents picked 
their children up at 9 a.m. the next morning, full of milk, 
juice and hot Krispy Kreme donuts. (My sweet Bob was my 
donut man.)
  How could I not mention Vacation Bible Schools? 
Once musicals were introduced to the curriculum, our 
VBS was taken to a new level. Great Bible study, well-
decorated rooms, and Sanctuary decorations all promoted 
learning. By Thursday night the children were ready with an 
outstanding musical performance for parents and friends. 
The performance was preceded by dinner in the Heritage 
Hall. Our music ministers were amazing to accomplish so 
much in one week, and they had the help of all the many 
volunteers that were involved. The Full Day Weekday 
Education children were always included in VBS.
  For me, it was the highlight of the year to teach children 
from our church and community in VBS. We tried to make 
every children’s activity of the best quality. Lots of volunteer teachers from the church membership 
made that possible. The church provided the finest equipment. We taught the Bible. We prepared 
the children with readiness skills for the next level of learning. We provided a safe and secure 
learning environment ahead of the times. 
  Our children’s programs were more effective because Sharon Howard was the church 
outreach director during my tenure. She helped enlist children and spread the word about all our 
children’s ministries to guests and prospects. I would contact them also. We would both want to be 
remembered as telling children, “Jesus loves you, this I know for the Bible tells me so.”

Emma Laura Patrick

Emma Laura Patrick with her husband, the late Bob 
Patrick, as pictured in the 2016 Church Directory



Medical Apartments Ministries
  
  Our church was committed to the medical apartments 
for years before Bill and I got involved.  My uncle from 
rural Mississippi needed a lung transplant. He would 
need to move to Birmingham before he could get on the 
transplant list at UAB. He said he’d rather die than move 
to Birmingham. However, as he continued to weaken, he 
changed his mind. 
  He and my aunt came here very fearful. We brought 
them to church with us the first Sunday they were here, 
and Mountain Brook Baptist Church reached out to them 
and loved them into this church family. JoAnn and Hollis 
Shirley learned to love Birmingham and the medical 
apartments. He got his lung after about eighteen months. 
When it was time for them to return home, both were very 
hesitant because this church had become home to them 
and so had the medical apartments. 
  Bill and I became committed to this ministry after we 
saw what it meant to them as well as the other residents. 
The Torchbearers Sunday School Class committed to 
sponsor two apartments and continued to do so until 

recently when UAB opted to tear down the building.  
Sponsoring the apartments brought so much joy to the 
residents and even more to us. What a sad day when we got 
the word there would be no more medical apartments.
  Now, wouldn’t you just know it: a few weeks passed and 
we heard about Red Mountain Grace, a group that five 
years ago began to purchase apartments for people who 
came to Birmingham for long-term medical issues. Our 
wonderful local missions committee became involved with 
them, sponsored an apartment (the Torchbearers adopted 
it), and now we are beginning to minister to people from 
all around the country when they are here for medical 
treatment. God is good! He placed this new ministry 
right in our hands. One was taken away, and He gave us 
another one! To God be the glory!

Shirley Austin

Sanctuary Dedication 
Mountain Brook Baptist Church was less than 23 years old when the Sanctuary building  

was completed and occupied. On Easter Sunday, March 26, 1967 —52 years ago this week— the formal 
opening was declared. Dr. Dotson M. Nelson Jr. preached the dedication sermon. 

Here are excerpts from his message:
  We have labored and labored hard to build a building in which the church may meet. Now we 
turn immediately to the task of building a church fit to meet in the building. 
  We look around us to see in the scenes of the windows the ministry of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. In front of us is the story of God’s covenant relationship with His people and the 
passion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This is not simply a rendition of words. It is the heart 
and soul of our faith. We must remember that God speaks in even other ways than through the 
Scripture, and we shall be interested in hearing what God has to say to our own hearts and souls 
as the Holy Spirit of promise speaks in words that we cannot mistake. The church will proclaim 
not only by its steeple rising high, but by the lives of its members, that there is something which 
is radically different about an individual who totally commits himself to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
  God is alive—no pigeonhole God, no God of the faraway, but God 
of the very near, the God who is part of our 
consciousness, who will be proclaimed from the 
pulpit and from the pew, from the church and from 
the home, from the parents and from the children. 
God is alive. We worship a God who is as near as 
breathing, as close as the moment of our faith. We 
shall not be interested primarily in the theological 
and rhetorical consideration of the far end of 
God. We shall be interested in seeking to see His 
near end, so that we can understand how God’s 
presence impinges upon life.
  The church must be a 
redemptive fellowship. The figure 
of the church must always be with 
arms outstretched, with love that 
beats with the warmth that invites 
even the unlovely and unlovable to 
that redemptive fellowship.
  I look out in this congregation 
and see people like the first 
chairman of Deacons of this 
church, Mr. Colquitt Cole, and 
others throughout the congregation 
who have through the years had 
faith enough to believe that God 
was leading this church. We must 
continue to have it.

Dr. Dotson M. Nelson Jr.

In 2015, Shirley and Bill Austin received the Keith-Cross Volunteers 
of the Year Award on behalf of the Torchbearers Sunday Morning 
Bible Study for their many years of service to Caring Hands Medical 
Apartments. Pictured are Jerry Cross, Shirley Austin, Reynard 
McMillian Sr., and Bill Austin.

Some members of the Torchbearers Class and their husbands are shown 
in the center picture; other members seen in the lower picture are packing 
donated items for apartment residents. On many Tuesday nights, you 
could find the Torchbearers Class serving dinner and eating with residents 
at the Caring Hands Medical Apartments. Over the years, the class 
also furnished apartments, paid rent for some residents, provided meals 
on holidays, made hospital visits, collected quarters to help residents do 
laundry, and picked up groceries for families.

Top: a photo of the Sanctuary during construction
Bottom: a sketch drawing of the church with the Sanctuary addition


