
Monthly Guide

Mountain 
Brook Baptist 
Church

AUGUST 2019



Set Them Apart

A MESSAGE FROM DR. DORTCH

Our Baptist polity tells us that each of us has responsibility in the work 
of God’s kingdom. We best know this principle by the phrase “the 
priesthood of the believer.” It is a powerful reminder that we can never 
be content to rely on another group of believers to shoulder exclusively 
the work that the Holy Spirit gives all of us to do. 
 
And yet there is also a sense in which we recognize, as God’s people, 
how some among us have been uniquely gifted with talents and abilities 
that enable them to lead the rest of us in this vital work. That is why 
we have a class of folk we call “clergy” who are entrusted with an extra 
measure of responsibility in order to ensure that the church lives into its 
holy calling. 
 
In a previous day when the masses were illiterate, God’s people 
relied on those who were learned, knowledgeable, and erudite (the 
etymological definition of clergy) to help them hear God’s Word so that 
they could in turn do it. If there is any transfer to our day, clergy bear 
the burden of “reading the times and seasons” and applying divine truth 
to what they discover so that the rest of us might follow in faith.
 
Fortunately, our church is blessed with a wonderfully gifted staff. You 
know this to be the case, especially after these last two months that I’ve 
been away. They have stepped in admirably and have kept the level of 
inspiration where it needs to be so that all the saints might be equipped 
for the work of the ministry (Ephesians 4:12).  
 
This month we will have the privilege of recognizing their gifts and 
calling through a joint service of licensing and ordination. On August 
18, at 4 p.m., we will ordain Ben Winder and license Joel Burks, Amy 
Hirsch, Sharon Howard, Tim Sanderlin, and Mary Splawn to the 
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Dr. Doug Dortch
SENIOR MINISTER

gospel ministry. This special service will be our way of confirming the 
obedience we have seen displayed by them and celebrating the good 
future God has for them to know in ministry both in our church and 
wherever God might lead them to serve.
 
Some may ask about the difference between ordination and licensing. 
Essentially, licensing is the first step in the journey of a candidate’s 
gaining local church standing for ministry. Both presume a divine 
calling to such a work and evidence of gifts and character that befit a 
person in that role. Ordination involves the attainment of a theological 
degree and a period of time in actual congregational ministry. While 
some of the group we are licensing meet these criteria, we don’t want 
to put them in a position where their future opportunities in ministry 
might be limited by congregations that don’t view ordination in the 
same way as our church. 
 
I think it’s appropriate that our church hold such a service as we 
approach the culmination of our 75th Anniversary celebration. God has 
richly blessed us over the years with talented staff, some of whom we 
have brought back to lead us in worship over the past twelve months. 
We can all look forward to how this present group will carry on that 
signal leadership function so that in the days ahead we might together 
pool all of our abilities and calling to advance the cause of Christ both 
here in Mountain Brook and “to the ends of the earth.”
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Churchwide Events

Reading at Grantswood Community School 
We will be reading with classes at Grantswood Community 
School beginning in mid-September. Please contact Laurie Bowers 
(lauriebowers@att.net) or Mary Splawn (mary@mbbc.org) for more 
information or to sign up!

Cooks On A Mission  
Monthly Sale on Wednesday, August 21 | 2-6 p.m.  
We are so excited to resume our activities this month. We will be 
cooking on Friday, August 2 and 9, from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. The 
WellHouse ladies will be cooking with us both days. Our food sale 
day will be Wednesday, August 21, 2-6 p.m. Our menu this month 
will be Baked Ziti and Poppy Seed Chicken, as well as French 
Market Sandwiches, English Muffins with Sausage and Cheese, 
Chicken and Wild Rice Soup, Lemon Chicken Soup and three 
kinds of scones: Chocolate Chip, Cherry Almond, and Parmesan, 
Ham, and Rosemary. If you have never had a chance to come cook 
with us, mark your calendar now. We have a wonderful time and 
there is a job suitable for everyone—even those who do not cook!
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Family Mission Trip (continued)
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Children’s Ministry

Fall Start-Up 
Sunday School promotion and the new Sunday School year will 
begin on August 18 and Missions and Music will begin on August 21. 
Your child’s teachers are busy praying and preparing for a great year.

Parents’ Information Breakfasts 
Preschool Parent Breakfast | Sunday, August 18 at 8:30 a.m. 
Bring your preschool child and meet Sharon in the Chapel. A 
light breakfast will be served in the hall outside the Chapel.

School Age Parent Breakfast | Sunday, August 25 at 8:30 a.m. 
Bring your children and meet Sharon in the Chapel. A light 
breakfast will be served.

Come and learn about upcoming children’s ministry plans for 
each age group.

Children’s Ministry Kickoff 
Sunday, August 25 | 5:30 p.m. 
Parents, we want your child to be connected to Christ, the church, 
and the community. We will have our Children’s Ministry Fall 
Kickoff the same time that the ladies and men are kicking off. Sign 
your kids up for dinner, the Lego Chicken Challenge, and more at  
mbbc.org/fallkickoff!



Vacation Bible School Photos
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Vacation Bible School Photos (continued)
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Student Ministry
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Final Summer Funs 
As summer comes to a close, we have just a couple more “no-frills 
fellowships” planned. Registration closes one week prior to each 
event to ensure we can arrange transportation. Get all the details and 
sign up at mbbc.org/summerfun.

August 1 | Paintball                             August 7 | Top Golf

Spartan Day Breakfast 
Monday, August 5 | 7:45 a.m. | Heritage Hall 
Calling all rising 7th graders: Join us for a quick breakfast and an 
encouraging word in Heritage Hall prior to walking together to 
Mountain Brook Junior High for Spartan Day Orientation. Be sure 
to spread the word to all your friends.

Lake Day 
Saturday, August 17 | 8 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Come spend the day with us on Lake Martin as we say farewell to 
the summer! We’ll meet at MBBC at 8 a.m. to head to the Joneses’ 
lake house. Bring $10 to cover the cost of your food; parents can pick 
up students at MBBC at 7 p.m. Register online (mbbc.org/lakeday)! 
Each participant must have a Lake Day release form on file. 

Student Ministry Family Meeting 
Sunday, August 25 | 11:30 a.m. | Student Ministry Area 
It is time for a family meeting––all parents, students, and others 
involved in our student ministry are invited. Immediately after 
worship we’ll share the 2019-2020 Student Ministry Plan and let you 
get signed up and submit forms for all the Student Ministry Events 
throughout the coming school year. Make sure to join us so you can 
plan your family calendar and checkbook. Lunch will be served. 
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LifeWeek Photos



Chapel Choir Tour Photos

MBBC MONTHLY GUIDE 13



Chapel Choir Tour Photos (continued)
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Men’s Ministry

Men’s Fall Kickoff 
Sunday, August 25 | 5:30-7:30 p.m. | $10 | Hudson Hall 
This year we will have our first Men’s Fall Ministry Kickoff. Wear 
your team colors and come as we kick off a season of ministry at 
Mountain Brook Baptist Church. We will enjoy dinner, fellowship, 
and consider how God is calling the men in our church to “get in the 
game” by engaging in discipleship and service opportunities this fall. 
One goal of our Men’s Ministry is to provide more intergenerational 
ministry opportunities so this event is open to all guys who are 
entering the 10th grade and older. Sign up online (mbbc.org/
fallkickoff ) or by calling the church office (871-0331). Cost is $10.

Men’s Growth Groups 
This fall we plan to launch a number of Men’s Growth Groups. 
These groups are discipleship groups that include Scripture 
reading, Scripture memorization, prayer, fellowship, and 
accountability. The groups will meet for 11 weeks and will begin 
the week of September 9. Participants are asked to commit to 
attend at least 8 of the 11 sessions. These are intergenerational 
discipleship groups and are open to guys who are entering the 10th 
grade and older. For more information on signing up for a group, 
contact Wayne Splawn (wayne@mbbc.org).

Sharpen Up Starts Back in September 
Tuesday, September 17 | 6:30-7:15 a.m. | Heritage Hall 
Our Sharpen Up Men’s Breakfasts will start back on September 
17. Make plans now to attend Sharpen Up this fall. You will enjoy 
a hearty breakfast, fellowship with other guys from our church and 
community, and an encouraging devotional from God’s Word.
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Women’s Ministry

Women’s Fall Kickoff  
Sunday, August 25 | 5:30-7:30 p.m. | Heritage Hall 
Ladies, be sure to sign up for our annual Women’s Ministry Fall 
Kickoff! Wear your team colors and come “get in the game” as we 
kick off another season of ministry at Mountain Brook Baptist 
Church. Cost is $10 and you can sign up online (mbbc.org/
fallkickoff ) or by calling the church office (871-0331). 

Service Opportunity in Prison Ministry 
Are you interested in Prison Ministry? Contact Mary Splawn 
(mary@mbbc.org) about a possible ministry opportunity with a 
women’s prison nearby. Required training for prison entry will 
take place on August 31 from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. at Church of the 
Highlands. 
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ACTIVE Christian Living

August Monthly Day Trip: Negro Southern Baseball 
League Museum 
Tuesday, August 13 | Arrive at church at 9:15 a.m. | Cost: $10 + 
lunch money 
We will travel downtown near Regions Field to tour the Negro 
Southern Baseball League Museum. The museum presents the 
history of African-American baseball, including the Birmingham 
Black Barons. Following our tour, we will go to lunch at 
Bricktop’s, a new restaurant on US-280 in Mountain Brook. 
Contact Joseph Mendum (803-3488) to make your reservation 
for this trip.

Mellow Brook Singers Starts Up Soon 
Rehearsals Begin Thursday, September 12 | 10:30 a.m. | Hudson Hall  
The Mellow Brook Singers is our choir for adults age 55+. 
We meet on Thursdays during the academic year. Our focus 
is to prepare music programs to take outside the walls of our 
congregation to be a ministry presence in our community. Ask 
any current member of the group and you will be told how 
meaningful participation in this choir can be. Membership 
is open to all; be prepared to sing good music, share a lot of 
smiles, and laugh a good bit too. Lunch is served downstairs 
every Thursday following our rehearsals for $7. Come join our 
fellowship!

Contact Kely Hatley (kely@mbbc.org) for more information.
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Meet Our  
New Members
We are so excited to welcome our new members to Mountain Brook 
Baptist Church. In the following pages, you are going to meet our 
new members and find out more about their faith journey.

FELLOWSHIP



MBBC MONTHLY GUIDE 19

Trent Boehme 

Joined MBBC June 23, 2019  

Trent Boehme

What led you to MBBC? 
My family are long-time members of the church. 

My hobbies and interests are … 
I enjoy learning about the Bible, Vacation Bible School, and 
meeting new friends.

Tell us about your faith. 
I became a Christian and was baptized in June.

Where were you born and raised? Tell us about your family. 
I was born here in Birmingham and live in Mountain Brook. My 
parents (Caroline and Jason Quick) and grandparents (Phyllis and 
Roye Tinsley) are members. 

Where do you work or go to school? 
I attend Crestline Elementary School and will be in the fourth grade. 

My hobbies and interests are ... baseball, basketball, piano, and guitar. 

My favorite restaurant is ... Martin’s BBQ. 

My favorite bible verse is ... John 3:16, because Jesus died for my sins. 

Interested in joining MBBC?  
Talk to one of our staff members or 
find out more at mbbc.org/im-new



FELLOWSHIP
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What led you to MBBC? 
Our family felt it was important to connect to other members of 
our local community and especially for our girls to have a church 
home that is not only a place of worship and growth, but where 
they could form lifelong friendships.

What have you enjoyed the most about MBBC? 
We have really enjoyed learning more about the history of MBBC. 
Additionally, we have enjoyed becoming plugged in to a Sunday 
School class, meeting new people, participating in small groups, and 
serving in Wellington, Colorado with the Family Mission Team.

Tell us about your faith. 
Ryan grew up attending Gardendale Baptist Church where he 
was saved and baptized as a teen. Stacy spent her first 18 years 
at Leatherwood Baptist Church where she was also saved and 
baptized as a preteen. Mary Cates was saved and followed up with 
baptism while attending Crosspoint Baptist Church and Kinleigh 
was baptized here at MBBC in March. We were all members of 
Crosspoint Baptist Church, in Trussville, Alabama, for the last 12 
years, before moving our membership to MBBC.

Where were you born and raised? Tell us about your family. 
Ryan spent most of his childhood in Gardendale, Alabama and 
resided in the Birmingham area most of his life. Stacy grew up in 
Alexandria, Alabama, came to Birmingham for college, and has 
remained in the area for the last 22 years. Mary Cates and Kinleigh 
have only called Trussville and Mountain Brook home.

Stacy and Ryan Freeman
Mary Cates and Kinleigh
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Where do you work or go to school? 
Ryan is a Commercial General Contractor and Stacy is a teacher 
at Cherokee Bend Elementary. Mary Cates is 12 and a rising 7th 
grader at MBJH. Kinleigh is 11 and will be entering 6th grade at 
Cherokee Bend next year.

Our hobbies and interests are … 
As a family we just enjoy being together. With our busy schedules, 
time together has become more important. We all enjoy relaxing 
at the beach or the lake, watching football, or taking trips to cities 
we have never visited. Ryan enjoys playing golf, exercising, and 
spending downtime at home. Stacy likes to read and complete 
projects around the house. Mary Cates and Kinleigh both love 
spending time with their friends and they are also on competitive 
cheerleading teams.

Our favorite restaurant is … 
We have many and keep a steady rotation!

Our favorite book of the Bible is … 
Job because we learn so much about suffering, patience, faith, and 
that through Christ alone we can find peace in the midst of 
a storm.

Stacy and Ryan Freeman
Mary Cates and Kinleigh

Joined MBBC May 12, 2019 

ryan@rfibuilders.com
stacytfreeman@yahoo.com 
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FELLOWSHIP

What led you to MBBC? 
I visited the church with my best friend, Laine Chapman. 
 
What have you enjoyed the most about MBBC?
I have enjoyed building relationships with other members and 
finding meaningful ways to serve and be involved. 

Tell us about your faith.
I was raised in the church and was saved at a young age. It has been 
quite a journey discerning and following God’s will in each season 
of my life. 

Where were you born and raised?
I was born and raised in Gulfport, Mississippi with my parents and 
younger brother. I moved to Birmingham in 2010 to attend college 
at UAB and chose to stay after graduating. 

Where do you work? 
I graduated with my Master’s in Nursing from UAB in 2016 and 
am currently employed at Brookwood Baptist Medical Center as an 
RN on the mother/baby unit.

My favorite restaurant is … 
Al’s.

Sarah Beth Spence
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My favorite Bible verse is … 
2 Timothy 1:7. “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but 
a spirit of power, of love, and of sound mind.” My parents chose 
this verse to pray over me when I was born and it has become my 
favorite verse and a source of comfort over the years.

Sarah Beth Spence 

Joined MBBC March 24, 2019 

sbspence@uab.edu

 



MBBC Staff Members

Dr. Doug Dortch
SENIOR MINISTER

doug@mbbc.org

Mr. Vince Blackerby
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

vince@mbbc.org

Mr. Joel Burks
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP LEADER

joel@mbbc.org

Dr. Kely Hatley
MINISTER OF MUSIC AND ACTIVE 

CHRISTIAN LIVING

kely@mbbc.org

Mrs. Sharon Howard
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN & 

FAMILY MINISTRIES

sharon@mbbc.org
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Ms. Anna Lu Hemphill
PIANIST

ahemphill@realtysouth.com



Mr. Tim Sanderlin
ASSOCIATE MINISTER TO 

STUDENTS

tim@mbbc.org

Dr. Wayne Splawn
ASSOCIATE MINISTER

wayne@mbbc.org

Mrs. Mary Splawn
MINISTER OF CONNECTIONS

mary@mbbc.org

Want to find out more about MBBC 
and our staff? Visit mbbc.org/staff
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Mr. Ben Winder
MINISTER TO STUDENTS

ben@mbbc.org

Dr. Paul Mosteller
AAGO, ORGANIST

pwmostel@gmail.com

Joseph Mendum
ACTIVE CHRISTIAN LIVING AND
MUSIC MINISTRIES ASSOCIATE

sradult@mbbc.org
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Generosity Scorecard as of July 21, 2019

2019 Ministries Budget            $3,447,078.00

Weekly Receipts      $40,147.56

YTD Receipts, includes prepays        $1,661,249.37

Average Weekly Budget     $66,289.90

YTD Budget              $1,922,408.78 

Weekly Net      -$26,142.34

YTD Net                 -$261,159.41

 
Remaining receipts required to achieve annual budget: 
$1,785,828.63

Ways to Give

 
To give online,

visit mbbc.org/give.
Text STOREHOUSE 

to 73256. 
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Love God. Live with Grace  
and Generosity.

/mountainbrookbaptistchurch

mbbc.org

/mtnbrookbaptist

MBBC Guest (password 803-3452)

205.871.0331


