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A MESSAGE FROM DR. DORTCH

I love all holidays because of the opportunities they afford us to be 
with special people for special purposes. Regardless of the holiday’s 
context, there is truly something “holy” about the day, at least in terms 
of how we distinguish it from the rest of the days of the year.

Thanksgiving is no different. Well, let me retract that statement. 
Actually, Thanksgiving is different from the other holidays we 
celebrate. No, its difference doesn’t lie in the gathering of family and 
friends, nor does it have anything to do with the menu traditionally 
served on that day. What distinguishes Thanksgiving is the fact that 
it is the one holiday in the year that the retail sector of society hasn’t 
been able to take over. Think about it. Thanksgiving doesn’t require 
that we rush out to buy anything for anyone. It doesn’t involve or 
require elaborate costumes or fancy decorations. Thanksgiving simply 
calls us to gather with loved ones around a table and be grateful.  

Unfortunately, I’m not sure we give enough attention to the last part 
––the gratitude part, which is where Thanksgiving got its name in the 
first place. The sumptuous meal that is such a part of Thanksgiving 
tends to dominate the day so that giving thanks is something that gets 
shoved to the back seat.  

Why not this year we bring Thanksgiving back front and center in 
our holiday gatherings? Before we sit down to a delicious dinner, why 
not take the time to go around the table and have every person offer 
one expression of thanks? I believe two things will happen. One, we’ll 
learn a lot about one another in terms of what makes us tick; and two, 
we’ll experience a rush of joy when it comes our turn to share. You 
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“The Indomitable Holiday”
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cannot say thanks without feeling a torrent of bliss over something good in 
your life that you finally acknowledge you did not deserve.

Our MBBC Thanksgiving Sunday is coming up on November 18. It’s 
always a big day in the life of our church. Anyone who goes down to the 
gym for the meal cannot help but look around and feel how good it is 
to be a part of this family of faith. I hope you’ll mark this day on your 
calendar and plan to attend. After all, you’re a part of the family, and the 
celebration just won’t be the same without you.

Dr. Doug Dortch
SENIOR MINISTER
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Events & Small Groups

CHURCHWIDE

Day of Remembrance
Sunday, November 4
At both services we will observe a “Day of Remembrance” for those MBBC 
members who have passed away this year. During our 9 a.m. Traditional 
Worship Service, a rose will be placed on our communion table as a symbol of 
the blessing your loved one was to our church. If you have not responded to the 
letter sent to you, please call Barbara Morgan (803-3443).

Daylight Saving Time Ends
Sunday, November 4 
Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 4. Don’t forget to set your 
clocks back one hour as we fall back!

Cooks On A Mission Thanksgiving Sale and Cake Orders
Sale on Wednesday, November 14 | begins at 10 a.m.
Our Thanksgiving food sale will be Wednesday, November 14 from 10 a.m. 
- 6:30 p.m., or until we sell out. First come, first served. Our menu includes: 
Chicken and Dressing, Sweet Potato Soufflé (with pecans), Squash Casserole 
and Cheesy Apple Casserole, all for $6, $12 and $24 for 2, 4 and 8 cups, re-
spectively. We will also have Over The Top Mac ‘n Cheese for $7.50, $15 and 
$30 for 2, 4, and 8 cups, respectively. There will also be Sourdough Missionary 
Bread for $5 and Orange Cranberry Scones (in bags of 10 for $12). In addition, 
we may have a few remaining items from the past few months. We will have 
samples available of most items. All dishes are homemade from scratch using 
old family recipes with no preservatives or chemicals. All proceeds fund local 
missions partners, including Backpack Buddies, First Responders Ministry, 
Red Mountain Grace, Children’s Hospital NICU, Children’s Hospital Pediatric 
Oncology Parent Support Group, The WellHouse, M-Power, and more. No 
preorders, please. 

If you would like to order layer cakes and/or pies for Thanksgiving, complete 
the order form available on the church website (mbbc.org/cooks), or on our 
Facebook page. 
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Perry County Collections for Thanksgiving and Christmas
We are continuing our Thanksgiving collection for Perry County through 
Wednesday, November 14. Drop off your cans of green beans, corn, sweet  
potatoes, and pie filling, along with your boxes of Stove Top Stuffing, in the  
designated box underneath the Grand Staircase. Beginning Friday, November 
16, you can pick up a Christmas box in Heritage Hall to fill with gifts for a child 
in Perry County. For more information, contact Jo Wills (jo@taxspecialist.com).

Combined Worship & Churchwide Thanksgiving Luncheon
Sunday, November 18
On Sunday, November 18, everyone will worship and enjoy our Churchwide 
Thanksgiving Luncheon together. The schedule will be:
   • Sunday Morning Bible Study at 9 a.m.
   • Combined Worship Service in the Sanctuary at 10 a.m.
   • Thanksgiving Lunch in the Gym at 11 a.m. Cooks on a Mission will provide
     Turkey and Dressing, Sweet Potato Soufflé, Cheesy Apple Casserole, Green
     Beans, and Rolls. Bring a side or salad to share!

For more events visit us online 
at mbbc.org/events
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Called Church Conference
Sunday, November 18 | 10 a.m. 
On November 18, during our combined worship service, the Nominating 
Committee will present a report on the recommendations for the 2018 
Church Leadership to the congregation for approval. 

2018 Advent Devotional Guide
Available beginning Sunday, November 18
Our Advent Devotional Guide for 2018, Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus: 
Prophet, Priest, and King, will be available for distribution beginning Sunday, 
November 18. Pick up a copy in the narthex or by the receptionist’s desk. 
Daily devotional readings, written by our staff, will begin on Monday,  
December 3; we hope this resource will be a help and an encouragement to 
you in your faith as we prepare to celebrate Christ’s coming. 

College & Career Nights
Monday, November 26 | Heritage Hall | 6-8 p.m.
College students and Young Professionals, join us for a night of fellowship 
and worship! On the final Monday of each month, we gather together for a 
free dinner at 6 p.m. in Heritage Hall, followed by worship and Bible study. 
We hope this is an opportunity for you to grow in your relationship with the 
Lord and to connect with others. Invite a friend and save the date!

Vision 2020 Implementation
Fellowship. We love one another.
This is one of our Vision 2020 thumbnail proposal statements, but what does 
it mean? In other words, how do we love one another as the body of Christ 
known as Mountain Brook Baptist? This can happen in many ways but here 
are a few…spend time together with other members, invite friends to join us 
for worship, be intentional with those you see in the hallways, establish new 
friendships, strengthen existing friendships as you worship and study togeth-
er, and pray for one another.

It might go without saying but relationships matter and our fellowship 
initiative is to help remind members of the importance of building commu-
nity by being intentional about developing relationships with others in our 
congregation.

While fellowship may seem like something we can’t really measure, we can 
assess our success in intentionality by asking ourselves the following questions 
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after participating in a ministry activity:

 • Were the conditions right for fellowship to occur? How can I help 
  change conditions, if not?
 • Was there adequate time?
 • Was the space used conducive for fellowship to occur? If not, where 
  could it occur next time?
 • Did I establish a new relationship or deepen an existing relationship?
  Why or why not?

We tend to think about fellowship in big events like Fall Festival/Trunk-or-
Treat or Thanksgiving Luncheon, but there are also opportunities in devel-
oping relationships in your Sunday Morning Bible Study classrooms. Do 
you take time to get to know what’s going on in the lives of fellow members? 
Do you plan events outside of the allotted hour to get together in a social 
environment?

In the months to come, you will probably hear 
the term “no frills” fellowship activities. What 
does that mean? That means inviting a friend to 
an activity, asking people to gather for dinner at 
a restaurant, checking in on a member you hav-
en’t seen in a while, or praying with a member.

As a result of the Vision 2020 process, our Fel-
lowship Implementation Team has been asked 
to help us think more about the importance of 
fellowship. One way we do this is by posting 
snapshots of our fellowship on the church’s 
social media accounts. (*Please submit photos 
to Mary Splawn, mary@mbbc.org, or Renee 
Fenn, rnfenn@gmail.com, for publication.) In 
the picture to the left, you can see a variety of 
ways we fellowship.

Another ministry that has come out of the 
Vision 2020 process is the Card Ministry Team. 

Several members send notes and cards of encouragement throughout the year. 
Many letters of appreciation have been received by the Card Ministry Team. 
Here is one example of the impact sending a note can have.
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For more events visit us online 
at mbbc.org/events

 “I wanted to thank you for your very timely note after Patsy’s death.
 Your note came about two weeks later and such poignant words you
 added to the beautiful card were so appreciated.”
 Jenny Hudson, niece of Patsy Dotson

To find out more about snapshots of our fellowship or to sign up for the card 
writing team, email Sara Compton (comptonsarae@gmail.com). And, as you 
worship and serve at MBBC, continue to think about the impact your inten-
tionality in relationships can make!

Stewardship Committee Update 
Our ministry theme for 2019 will be “Because We Have Been Given Much.” 
This theme will focus our worship and service in the coming year as we 
celebrate our church’s 75th Anniversary and will point us toward the future in 
terms of how we can continue to make our Vision 2020 plan become reality. 
The theme is taken from Luke 12:48, where Jesus instructs His disciples to be 
faithful and wise managers as they await the Master’s coming. Certainly, we 
desire to be prepared to give an account of our stewardship in response to all 
that God has made available.

As we reflect and plan on our pledge for 2018, may we be reminded that the 
desire of our God is faithfulness to Him and not an obligation to our church 
or a legalistic routine. This is an opportunity for each of us to grow in disci-
pleship by prayerfully considering how God may be leading us to steward our 
financial resources in 2019. May your pledge card represent a pledge to God.

We invite each of you to “Be A Part” as Walter Shurden shared with us 
during our combined service in September. Our goal is to “Be A Part” to bless 
the world in Christ’s name.

Below are some “Member Moments” on giving:

“It’s important to our family to show a commitment to the ministries 
of our church and we realize the importance of being faithful as 
Christians. We recognize that all we have is from the Lord and it’s our 
responsibility to tithe.” Careybeth and Marshall Rivers

“I give with a grateful heart because the Lord has blessed me with so much.
It brings me joy to know that my gift can impact His kingdom. Every 
gift has a purpose that fits into the Lord’s plan.” Selah Wood
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“We give in order for others to receive and to feel loved and blessed just as God 
provides, loves, and blesses our family. In addition, we give to help spread the gospel 
through our church ministries from within the church walls and to expand across  
the world.” Ginger and Kevin Phillips

“We give because we are guided to. The Bible, which is our ‘Playbook of 
Life’ instructs us to give and how to give. In addition, we give because it 
is much more a blessing to help others and give than to receive. This is a 
statement and mantra that is so very true to our hearts. Finally, we give to 
grow. Part of what we pray for daily is to further God’s kingdom. We feel it is 
our duty to help build His kingdom and giving is a way to fundamentally help this 
process.” Mandi and Chris Cooper

MISSIONS

Missions Partner Spotlight: Philippine Baptist Theological Seminary
(Note: PBTS is a ministry partner of MBBC.)
I (Wayne Splawn) had the privilege of traveling to Baguio, Philippines from 
August 25 to September 2 to speak at the Philippine Baptist Theological 
Seminary (PBTS) during their annual Spiritual Emphasis Week. I was very 
familiar with the work of PBTS through my service with our church’s Mis-
sions Committee, so I was excited to see firsthand the work of this important 
MBBC ministry partner. After an eventful trip that included unplanned 
overnight stays in Anchorage, Alaska and Tokyo, Japan due to flight delays, I 
finally arrived in Baguio on August 28.

Spiritual Emphasis Week is a highlight for the PBTS students, faculty, and 
administration. The goal of the week is to focus on drawing near to the Lord 
for a time of spiritual renewal during a busy academic semester. Students take 
responsibility for planning and leading worship at each of the services as well 
as planning daily social activities. I could not begin to sum up all that I learned 
and experienced during my time in Baguio, but I did want to share with you a 
few things God impressed upon my heart during my time in Baguio.

First, through my participation in the worship services each day, I was 
reminded of the truth that our God is the Sovereign Lord of all creation. In 
my day to day life in Birmingham, my world is very small. I have a very short 
commute to and from church each day and most of the people in my life are 
English speakers who look very similar to me. That is not the case in Baguio. 
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There is a large population of international students enrolled at PBTS, with stu-
dents coming from Bangladesh, Myanmar, Vietnam, Nigeria, the United States, 
and beyond. As I listened to a choir of international students sing “Our God is 
an Awesome God” in many different languages, God powerfully reminded me 
of the truth that He transcends all cultural and regional boundaries. God speaks 
every language known to mankind and the opportunity I had to worship with 
believers from many different countries was a preview of the great multitude of 
every tribe and nation offering praise to the Lord that we read about in Revelation 7.

Second, I was challenged by the sacrifices many of the students at PBTS make to 
proclaim the gospel in the Philippines and beyond. One morning at breakfast, I 
had the opportunity to speak with a young Nigerian man. He feels that God has 
called him to be an evangelist and regularly travels hours away from the seminary 
each week to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ in remote villages. This requires 
him to do his homework on the long bus rides to and from ministry locations, 
but he was filled with an excitement to share the love of Jesus no matter the cost. 
On another occasion, I went to dinner with a young family who had moved to 
Baguio to prepare for ministry. Originally from Vietnam, Kyle and his family 
had recently moved to Baguio from the United States to pursue frontier mission-
ary work. Over dinner, Kyle shared with me that he was committed to learning 
the local language and traveling to remote areas around the seminary to plant 
churches. As I made my way to the chapel for worship following dinner, I felt 
unworthy to preach to a group of people who had given up so much for the sake 
of the gospel and I was challenged to consider whether I was willing to make 
similar sacrifices in my own life.
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Finally, I was filled with great hope and excitement during my time in Baguio. 
God is at work in a mighty way through the ministry of PBTS and I am glad 
that God has seen fit to allow us to join Him in that work. In a day filled with 
network news channels that would have us believe that the world is dark and 
only getting darker, my trip to PBTS was a powerful reminder that the light of 
the gospel is shining brightly all across the world. I would encourage you to join 
me in praying for the ministry of PBTS. Pray that God would continue to give 
the faculty and administration wisdom and discernment as they seek to train 
God called men and women to faithfully proclaim the gospel. Also, pray that 
God would continue to fill PBTS students with a longing to plant churches 
even to the ends of the earth.

Love Grantswood
We have several opportunities throughout the year where you can be involved: 
Reading: Volunteers go to read every other Tuesday morning (9:30-10:30 a.m.); 
this is a great way to become invested in our community by getting to know 
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students and build partnerships with teachers. Our final dates for 2018 are:

 • November 6
 • December 4 & 18
If you’re interested in getting involved in reading, contact Laurie Bowers 
(lauriebowers@att.net).

Breakfast Club: Visit with students who come for breakfast and develop 
relationships with the students; just show up between 7:10-7:15 a.m., sign in at 
the office, and head the cafeteria! Cost for breakfast is $2.25.

Backpack Buddies: Help deliver bags of food each week for students to take 
home so that they have food to eat over the weekend. If you would like to 
contribute toward Backpack Buddies at Grantswood, make your check payable 
to MBBC and note that it is for Backpack Buddies at Grantswood. Visit  
www.mbbc.org/lovegrantswood to sign up to deliver bags of food to Grantswood.

Ice Cream: Each Friday, students are allowed to purchase an ice cream or 
popsicle after lunch. Many children at Grantswood are not able to afford this.
If you would like to help fund ice cream on Fridays, send your check to MBBC 
marked Grantswood Ice Cream fund.

Other Service Opportunities: We help with many other events, including the 
first grade Fairy Tale Ball, Career Week for the second graders, Christmas Around 
the World for the kindergarteners, and Muffins for Moms and Doughnuts for Dads.

To become involved, contact Meredith Cale (meredithcale@gmail.com).

BOOK CLUBS

Second Monday Book Club
Monday, November 12 | 12 p.m. | Hudson Hall
We will review Winter Soldier by Daniel Mason. Bring a sack lunch and join us 
in Hudson Hall for fellowship and discussion.

MBBC Book Club
Monday, November 5 | 6 p.m. | Fireside Room
Join us in the Fireside Room for fellowship and discussion as Lynn Williams 
leads our review of The Little Things by Andy Andrews. Bring a snack to share!



MBBC MONTHLY GUIDE14

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Bible Thrills, Drills, & Skills
Sunday, November 4 | 5-6 p.m.
Our final Bible Drill for the fall is Sunday, November 4. School age children 
are encouraged to bring your Bible and come work on Bible skills––Books of 
the Bible, Scripture Memory, and Key Passage Locations.  

Parents’ Night Out / Friday Friend-zy
Friday, November 16 | 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Parents, mark your calendar for an evening out from 6:30-9:30 p.m. Children 
can come to the church for dinner and lots of fun with friends. School age 
children are welcome to bring a friend. Sign up no later than November 11. 
Our next PNO will be December 14. Email Sharon Howard (sharon@mbbc.
org) to sign up!.

For more information or to sign up for any of our Children’s Ministry activities, 
contact Sharon Howard (sharon@mbbc.org or 803-3445). 

STUDENT MINISTRY

Lock-In
November 9-10 | 9 p.m. - 7 a.m. | CLC
Bring your nerf guns and your energy drinks—we are pulling an all-nighter. 
We will meet at the church at 9 p.m. on Friday and party til the break of 
dawn. Pick up at the church at 7 a.m. the next day!

Brook Mission Night
Sunday, November 11 | 6 p.m. | Student Ministry Area
Instead of our regular Brook teaching time, we will be mission-minded and 
do an activity for a partnering mission here in town. We will still meet from 
6-7:30 p.m. and eat dinner together.

Progressive Dinner
Friday, November 30 | 6 p.m.
We will meet at the church at 6 p.m., load up in vans, and jump from house 
to house to be fed by wonderful volunteers for all three courses! We will be  
back at the church at 9 p.m. that night. To sign up to host us for a meal, email 
Ben Winder (ben@mbbc.org).
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY

Women’s Prayer Retreat 
Tuesday, November 6 | 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. | Cullman, Alabama 
We’re all busy, aren’t we? Are you in need of a day of quiet reflection and 
prayer? Consider joining us for our third-annual Women’s Prayer Retreat at 
the Benedictine Sisters Retreat Center in Cullman. We’ll gather at 8 a.m. 
to leave from the church and spend the day on the retreat center grounds, 
where we will have individual and group prayer times, along with ample 
opportunities for fellowship. Visit www.mbbc.org/prayerretreat to learn 
more or to sign up. 

MENS MINISTRY

Sharpen Up
Tuesday, November 13 | 6:30 a.m. | Heritage Hall.    
Our next Sharpen Up Breakfast is on Tuesday, November 13 from 6:30-
7:15 a.m. Join us for a hearty breakfast, good conversation, opportunities 
for fellowship, and a devotion led by Tim Sanderlin. This fall, we’ll focus 
on the theme “Lessons I Learned From My Father.” And, if you want to 
plan ahead and mark the dates in your calendar, Sharpen Up Breakfast will 
happen on the second Tuesday of each month.

ACTIVE CHRISTIAN LIVING

ACTIVE Luncheon: Gary Furr and the Shades Mountain Air 
Thursday, November 8 | 11:30 a.m. | Heritage Hall | $6 for lunch
Dr. Gary Furr, pastor of Vestavia Hills Baptist Church, has been playing 
with the Shades Mountain Air, an acoustic bluegrass band, since 1998. Dr. 
Furr is an adjunct professor and often speaks at retreats and conferences. 
He is a graduate of Carson-Newman College and Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He has a Ph.D. degree in religion from Baylor 
University. Dr. Furr is a published author of both books and smaller articles 
and he is an excellent musician. Come hear his group!  
 
ACTIVE November Trip: ORBIX Hot Glass 
Tuesday, November 13 | Ft. Payne, Alabama | $38 per ornament plus lunch money 
Since 2002, Orbix Hot Glass has distinguished itself by its refined hand-
made glassware. Orbix resides on 26 acres bordering Little River Canyon 
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National Preserve. We will drive to Ft. Payne, Alabama, have lunch as a 
group, and then go to ORBIX to learn from the masters about hot glass. 
You can pay $38 and make your own glass ornament. It will be a fun day! 
Make your reservations now!

Famous Brunch at “Classic On Noble” Restaurant
Sunday, December 9 | Anniston | 11:15 a.m. | $32 per person plus tax and tip
If you have never eaten at Classic On Noble in Anniston, you are in for 
a treat. Several ACTIVE Christian Living members experienced this 
wonderful restaurant after a day trip to the Anniston area. On Sundays the 
restaurant has a marvelous Sunday Brunch Buffet. This trip is limited to 25 
people. Our minibus and one van will leave after Sunday Morning Bible 
Study and drive to Anniston for a Christmas meal that you won’t soon 
forget! Call to reserve your spot on the bus today!

Christmas Gala
Thursday, December 13 | Hudson Hall | 6 p.m. | Cost: TBA 
Mark your calendar for this annual event and invite friends and family to 
come with you. Cooks On A Mission will serve us a delicious meal, and 
there is a special program planned. More details will provided as December 
gets closer.

ACTIVE Christian Living Trip: The King and I
Saturday, December 22 | Depart church at TBA| Showtime 2 p.m. | $64.50 
One of Rodgers & Hammerstein’s finest works, The King and I boasts a score 
which features such beloved classics as “Getting To Know You,” “I Whistle a 
Happy Tune,” “Shall We Dance,” and “Something Wonderful.” The King and 
I won four 2015 Tony Awards including Best Revival of a Musical. Make 
your reservation to attend this wonderful revival of a classic musical! 
Please call the church office (871-0331) today and make your reservation for 
these events. 
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Fall Service Day 2018
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Meet Our  
New Members
We are so excited to welcome our new members to Mountain Brook 
Baptist Church. In the following pages, you are going meet our new 
members and find out more about their faith journey.

FELLOWSHIP
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What led you to MBBC? I have grown up at MBBC. I was 
dedicated here when I was a baby and it’s the only church home I’ve had.  

What have you enjoyed the most about MBBC? My favorite things about our 
church are Sunday School and Mission Friends. I love getting to see all my friends 
and learning more about God. Some of my favorite memories are going on the 
Family Mission Trips, playing sports at the camp, and helping others learn about 
the love Jesus has for them. I also love crafts and songs at VBS, and I love meeting 
new friends.
 
Tell us about your faith. I accepted Jesus into my heart on September 12, 2018, 
and I look forward to being baptized in a few weeks. I am learning more about God 
and what He did from my Bible. I especially love reading about His miracles and 
how He always helps others.  
 
Where were you born and raised? Tell us about your family? I was born in 
Birmingham at St. Vincent’s. Our family lived in Hoover until we moved to 
Mountain Brook when I was 2. My mom and dad (Chris and Allison) joined 
MBBC in 2006, and were married here in 2007. I have a younger sister, Abigail, 
who is 3.   
Where do you go to school? I am 7 years old. I attended the ELC for preschool 
and am now in second grade at Brookwood Forest Elementary.

My hobbies and interests are …  I enjoy playing soccer and golf. My favorite 
subjects in school are arts and crafts, Social Studies, reading, and writing.

My favorite restaurants are … Zaxby’s and the Japanese Steak House.

My favorite Bible verse is …  John 3:16 because it tells you that God is always 
loving you and forgiving you. This is the first verse I ever memorized.
 
Is there anything else you would like to share with the church? Thank you to Mrs. 
Sharon, my Sunday School, Mission Friends, and Choir teachers, and all in our 
church who have prayed for me and shown me the love of Jesus.

Joined MBBC on September 16, 2018 

Emma Kate Rice
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Generosity Scorecard as of October 21, 2018

2018 Ministries Budget           $3,347,719.00

Weekly Receipts     $42,964.06

YTD Receipts, includes prepays       $2,350,285.97
and Generosity Sunday

Average Weekly Budget    $64,379.21

YTD Budget             $2,703,926.82 

Weekly Net     -$21,415.15

YTD Net               -$353,640.85

 
Remaining receipts required to achieve annual budget: 

$997,433.03

Ways to Give

 
To give online,

visit mbbc.org/give.
Text STOREHOUSE 

to 73256. 
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Mrs. Sharon Howard
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Ms. Anna Lu Hemphill
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Mr. Tim Sanderlin
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STUDENTS

tim@mbbc.org

Dr. Wayne Splawn
ASSOCIATE MINISTER

wayne@mbbc.org

Mr. Ben Winder
MINISTER TO STUDENTS
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Mrs. Mary Splawn
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mary@mbbc.org

Dr. Paul Mosteller
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Love God. Live with Grace  
and Generosity.
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MBBC Guest (password 803-3452)
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