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“Beyond”

A MESSAGE FROM DR. DORTCH

“Argue for your limitations and they are yours.” So spoke Richard Bach, 
the American author most famous for his 1970 cult novel Jonathan 
Livingston Seagull. Bach’s point was that most persons are content to be 
so much less than they could be, simply because they confine themselves 
to what is easy and convenient. Sadly, however, those persons miss 
out on manifold possibilities because of their fear, their laziness, and 
sometimes their faithlessness.

It’s that latter self-imposed constraint that Jesus often challenged his 
disciples to overcome. Think of the many times Jesus would chide his 
disciples by referring to them as folk of “little faith.” It was Jesus’ way of 
deepening their devotion to God by encouraging them to be willing to 
follow the Spirit’s leading into places where only God might bail them out.

We’re moving into something of that sort of place in the life of our 
church. Several months ago, we began exploring the possibilities of how 
as a church we might take a fresh look at our facilities in order to make 
ministry possible for the 21st century. Whereas at one point church life 
was much simpler because everybody in the family came together to 
church in one car to worship in one style and in one place and at one 
time, that is no longer the case today (and actually hasn’t been so for 
quite a while). The ecclesiastical landscape has changed dramatically, and 
doing church well demands that we go beyond that of which we might 
think ourselves to be capable, to what God alone might do through us.

Consequently, the month of November will involve a second financial 
campaign, one we’re calling the “Beyond” Campaign. If last month’s 
stewardship emphasis underscored the “because” behind our giving,  
this month’s will focus our attention on what it looks like to go and  
give “beyond.”  
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So, during this month in our worship we will give attention to 
the importance of contemplating what we might do beyond “this 
generation,” beyond “our ability,” beyond “what is expected,” and 
beyond “what we might ask or imagine.” Each Sunday will feature 
some highlight of the campaign’s aims and objectives, culminating in 
a Celebration Sunday on November 24, where in a combined service 
we will offer our pledges “beyond” what we otherwise contribute to the 
ministries of our church.

As you will soon hear, we have completed a most successful “quiet phase” 
over the summer, which has given us great encouragement that with 
God’s help we can reach our campaign goal of $12 million. Such a goal 
is quite frankly “beyond” the capacity of most churches our size, but 
then MBBC is not an ordinary church. As we were reminded during 
our recent anniversary emphasis, our church’s history is marked by many 
such miracles that happened because of the extraordinary faithfulness of 
our membership.  

Now is our time. Let’s not limit ourselves as we approach this season 
in the life of our church. Let’s instead believe that by moving together 
“beyond” the comfortable and convenient, with God’s help “all things are 
indeed possible.”





Churchwide Events

“Beyond” Capital Campaign  
Prayer Experience on Sunday, November 3 | 4-5 p.m. 
During the month of November, you’ll be hearing more about 
us going “beyond” in our giving through the “Beyond” Capital 
Campaign. On Sunday, November 3, we will distribute tiles 
in our services to worshippers. Please take a tile home with 
you as a reminder to pray for the Capital Campaign and as an 
encouragement to consider what it might look like for you to go 
above and beyond in your giving and commitment to the Capital 
Campaign. We’ll bring these tiles, along with our pledge cards, to 
the Combined Worship Service on Sunday, November 24 at 10:30 
a.m. in the Sanctuary, where we will offer our pledges and bring our 
tiles forward. These tiles will be used to create a mosaic somewhere 
within our new construction.  
 
During November, we also want to invite you to commit to praying 
for the Capital Campaign. We will provide a prayer calendar for 
November 3-24 with a passage of Scripture and a prayer prompt for 
each day. In addition, we will gather together on Sunday, November 3 
from 4-5 p.m. for a prayer experience around our building as we 
seek the Lord’s guidance on how He might call us to give above and 
beyond. We will gather in Heritage Hall and spend time praying over 
various ministries and areas of our building. We hope you’ll make 
praying for the Capital Campaign a priority over these 21 days.  

MBBC MONTHLY GUIDE6



MBBC MONTHLY GUIDE 7

Perry County Thanksgiving Collection 
We are working with one of our mission partners, Sowing Seeds of 
Hope, to collect Thanksgiving items for families in Perry County. 
These are the items we are collecting: 
 • Boxes of macaroni and cheese 
 • Boxes of instant mashed potatoes 
 • Canned fruit 
 • Canned pie filling 
 • Cans of cranberry sauce

Drop off your donations in the designated box underneath the 
Grand Staircase. Donations are due by Wednesday, November 20. 
For more information, contact Jo Wills (jo@taxspecialist.com).

Combined Worship, Called Church Conference, and 
Churchwide Thanksgiving Luncheon 
Sunday, November 24 
On Sunday, November 24, everyone will worship and enjoy our 
Churchwide Thanksgiving Luncheon together. The schedule will be: 
 • Sunday Morning Bible Study at 9:15 a.m. 
 • Combined Worship Service and Called Church Conference 
    in the Sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. 
 • Thanksgiving Lunch in the Gym at 11:30 a.m. 
Cooks On A Mission will provide turkey and dressing, sweet potato 
soufflé, cheesy apple casserole, green beans, and rolls. Bring a side or 
salad to share!
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Churchwide Events (continued)

Called Church Conference 
Sunday, November 24 | 10:30 a.m. 
During our Combined Worship Service, we will have a Called 
Church Conference for the Nominating Committee to present a 
report on the recommendations for 2020 Church Leadership to the 
congregation for approval. 

First Sunday of Advent: “Hanging of the Green” 
Traditional Worship Service 
Sunday, December 1 | 10:30 a.m. 
The Hanging of the Green will take place at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary on Sunday, December 1 featuring music provided by 
the Chapel Choir and the Voices in Bronze Handbells. For years, 
the Hanging of the Green service has been a staple in the worship 
life of the church signaling the beginning of the Advent season. 
This Traditional Worship Service features the actual decorating of 
the Sanctuary as part of the service. As each symbol is explained, 
the decorations will be put up during a song. Come be a part of 
this interactive service, and hear again the background behind the 
symbols of the Christmas season that we all hold so dear. 

Cooks On A Mission Thanksgiving Sale 
Wednesday, November 20 | 10 a.m.-6 p.m.  
The Cooks On A Mission Thanksgiving food sale will be Wednesday, 
November 20 from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. First come, first served.  
 
Our menu includes: Chicken and Dressing, Sweet Potato Souffle 
(with pecans), Squash Casserole, Cheesy Apple Casserole, and Over 
The Top Mac ‘n Cheese, all for $7.50, $15, and $30 for 2, 4, and 8 
cups, respectively. There will also be Orange Cranberry Scones, 
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Chicken Chili, Red Beans with Ham and Conecuh Sausage, 
Heavenly Delight, and Baked Ziti. All dishes are homemade from 
scratch using old family recipes with no preservatives or chemicals. 
All proceeds fund local missions partners, including Backpack 
Buddies, First Responders Ministry, Red Mountain Grace, Children’s 
Hospital NICU, Children’s Hospital Pediatric Oncology Parent 
Support Group, The WellHouse, and more. No preorders, please.  
 
If you would like to order layer cakes and/or pies for Thanksgiving, 
please complete the order form available on the church website 
(mbbc.org/cakesale), or you can call the church office 
(205-871-0331) to place your order.  
 
Finally, we will be cooking every Friday until Thanksgiving from 
8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m., so join us when you can! (And remember, 
if you help us cook you can purchase at that time without waiting 
for the sale!) If you are an artist or baker etc. who is willing to 
make items to donate to the Pop-Up Shop, please email us at 
cooksonamission@yahoo.com. We will happily reimburse you for 
your supplies. Look on the next page for more details for this special 
sale and event. 
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Missions
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Ministry Partner Spotlight: 10/40 Connections 
In 2000, the founders of 10/40 Connections, Chad and Leslie 
Neal Segraves, were 26 and 27 years old. They had no money, no 
networks, and only limited experience. But over many months 
of prayer, fasting, and seeking God, He spoke clearly to them 
about what they were to do: they were to mobilize churches from 
different backgrounds and denominations to share the gospel with 
the least evangelized region of the world. 

The area of the world between 10 to 40 degrees north latitude 
marks the boundary of the least evangelized region of earth. This 
area comprises three billion people, most with little to no access to 
the gospel of Jesus.  
Further, approximately 40% of the church’s entire foreign mission 
resources are being deployed to just 10 over-saturated countries 
already possessing strong citizen-run home ministries. With that 
in mind, Chad and Leslie incorporated 10/40 Connections in 
May 2000 with the vision to live among the least reached while 
mobilizing churches in the U.S. to engage effectively.  
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Missions (continued)

Today, 10/40 Connections focuses on moving the message and hope 
of Jesus to the hard places—areas of the world where people have 
never heard of Jesus. These are areas rife with poverty, illiteracy, 
exploitation, at-risk children, high rates of abortion, gender violence, 
persecution, terrorism, disease, and more. In these places, 10/40 
Connections proclaims the God of hope among unreached peoples 
by equipping and connecting believers. They work extensively 
with children who are at risk. Globally, an estimated 1.2 billion 
children under the age of 18 live “at-risk.” At-risk children lack basic 
necessities like food, clothing, shelter, parental support, education, 
healthcare, and safety needed for normal child development. Many 
live in danger of exploitation, with little hope of reaching their God-
given potential.

10/40 Connections also works against human trafficking, is very 
involved in church planting, and much more. To find out more, visit 
their website: 1040connections.org.
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Love Grantswood: Reading Volunteers  
Volunteers go to read every other Tuesday morning from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. This is a great way to become invested in our community by 
getting to know students and build partnerships with teachers. The 
dates for the fall are: 
 
November 5 & 19 | December 3 & 17  
 
If you’re interested in getting involved in reading, contact Laurie 
Bowers (lauriebowers@att.net).

Green-Muslim   Yellow-Hindu   Red-Communist   Orange-Buddhist
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Children’s Ministry

POP in to Sunday Morning Bible Study 
Sundays, November 3, 10, 17, & 24 | 9 a.m.  
3K-5K - POP IN by the Full Day Entrance off of the Porte Cochere 
1st-4th - POP IN by the picture of Jesus and the children 
5th-6th - POP IN to PT’s Diner 
 
During the month of November, our focus is “Beyond.” Children are 
an important part of our Campaign. “Pop” in to Sunday Morning Bible 
Study and get a Pop-Tart and a brick. Each child is asked to fill their 
brick with coins or dollars. Encourage your children to be creative in 
filling their brick: selling lemonade at a lemonade stand, giving up 
going out to eat one day, doing chores around the house. On Sunday, 
November 24, during our Combined Worship Service, each child will 
bring their brick to the front of the church and show our support for 
our “building.” We can’t wait to see how our children will help our 
church this month and beyond.

Bible Championship Series (BCS for 1st - 6th grade) 
Sundays, November 3, 10, & 17 | 5-6 p.m. 
Our kids are doing a great job memorizing the Books of the Bible, 
Key Passage locations, and Scripture Memory. Our November 
memory verses are:  
“Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my path.”  
Psalms 119:105  
“This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  
Psalm 118:24   
It is not too late to join in the fun. We hope to see your child at BCS.  
Contact Sharon Howard (sharon@mbbc.org) for more information.
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BECAUSE... 
Parents, thank you for encouraging your child to bring his or her 
offering to church in October. It is our prayer that this is a lesson that 
will be important to you and your children. With so many options to 
give (online, stock, mail, etc.), it made us realize how important it is  
for our children to see us giving. One Sunday, we had two children 
bring their offering to church. Other kids said “I did it last week”  
(no worries, I give every other week too) or “Um, my dad does that.”  
Since our children are our future leaders and givers, it is so important 
they develop a regular pattern of giving. As parents and leaders, kids 
need to see us giving. When children get an allowance, help them 
know what 10% is (this is also good for math!). Go ahead and put 
the 10% in their offering envelope for church. Help them set aside an 
amount to save (10%). They still have money (80%) left for whatever 
they are saving up for! In Sunday Morning Bible Study, your children 
talked about things that our offering goes to support (missions and 
missionaries, lights, heat and air, staff, bus, food, Bibles, Sunday 
Morning Bible Study and more). When you help your child complete 
his or her envelope for Sunday, pray for our church and our ministries.  
New offering envelopes for kids will be available in December. 

Save These Dates 
June 20-27 - Family Mission Trip | Location TBD 
July 6-10 - Vacation Bible School | Theme Concrete & Cranes 
July 19-23 - Children’s Camp | YMCA Camp Chandler
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Student Ministry

The Brook 
Sundays, November 3, 10, 17 & 24 | 6-7:30 p.m. | Student Ministry Area 
Join us each week and invite your friends for a relaxed, fun 
atmosphere for worship, teaching, and fellowship aimed to meet 
Jr. High and Sr. High School students where they are. This semester 
we’re digging into the book of Acts and dreaming together about all 
the Church can be. 

Chapel Choir 
Sundays, November 3, 10, 17, & 24 | 5-6 p.m. | Choir Room 
All Jr. High and Sr. High School students are invited and encouraged 
to join us in our youth choir—no experience necessary! This month we 
are continuing our preparations for the Hanging of the Green service 
on Sunday, December 1.

Student Growth Groups 
Wednesday, November 6, 13, & 20 | 7-8 p.m.  
Weekly gatherings designed to dive deeper into relational 
discipleship by reading and memorizing Scripture and offering 
encouragement and accountability. Note: Student Growth Groups 
will not meet on November 27.

Student Ministry Mission Council Meeting 
Sunday, November 3 | 11:45 a.m. | Hudson Hall 
Our new Student Ministry Mission Council will have our first 
meeting with the Mission Committee Sunday, November 3 in 
Hudson Hall immediately following worship. Any Jr. High or Sr. 
High School students interested in joining the Student Mission 
Council may contact Ben Winder to be included. 
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Lock-In 
November 22-23 | 8:30 p.m. - 7:30 a.m. | $10 per person 
Join us and invite your friends for up-all-night fun and adventures at 
the church. We’ll eat lots of food, play lots of games, and stay awake 
until dawn! You won’t want to miss it!

Winter Youth Summit 
January 17-19, 2020 | Huntsville | $125 - Sign up by November 10 
This event gives us a weekend with youth groups from across the 
Southeast for fantastic worship, teaching, workshops, and fun. This 
year’s WYS includes preacher Shaun King, worship led by Sharon 
Irving, and a concert by Walker Burroughs. Get more details and sign 
up at mbbc.org/wys.

Student Ministry South Africa Mission Trip 
Application & Deposit Due December 1 
Our Student Ministry will return to South Africa in Summer 2020 
to serve with our partners at Living Hope. All students (who have 
completed 9th grade by the time of the trip) and adults interested in 
joining this mission trip team should complete their application and 
submit their $250 deposit by December 1. The application and more 
information is available online at mbbc.org/southafrica.
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Women’s Ministry

Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer 2019 
Monday, November 4 
The Baptist World Alliance Women’s World Day of Prayer is 
Monday, November 4. Please join thousands of Baptist women all 
over the globe in solidarity through prayer. You can access a prayer 
guide online by searching for “Day of Prayer BWA Women.”

Cookies and Conversation 
Tuesday, November 12 | 6:30-8 p.m. 
We will have several host homes around the Birmingham area for 
Cookies and Conversation. For more information, contact Mary 
Splawn (mary@mbbc.org).

2020 Women’s Retreat  
January 24-25 | Pursell Farms, Alabama  
Ladies, be sure to sign up for our 2020 Women’s Retreat! We hope 
you’ll join us for a weekend of fellowship, Bible study, and fun at 
Pursell Farms. Arrival times on Friday, January 24 are flexible; you 
are welcome to arrive anytime in the afternoon (dinner is on your 
own) and we’ll gather for our first session at 6:30 p.m. Our plans 
are to finish up on Saturday afternoon, January 25, and return to 
Birmingham before dinner. Cost is $150 and includes lodging, 
retreat t-shirt, continental breakfast items on Saturday, and lunch on 
Saturday. Lodging will be two people to a room and we’ll be staying 
at the Inn at Pursell Farms. Spots are limited and the registration 
deadline is January 5, so sign up today to secure your space by visiting 
mbbc.org/womensretreat or by contacting Amy Hirsch  
(amy@mbbc.org or 205-803-3471). 
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ACTIVE Christian Living

ACTIVE Christian Living Luncheon: Storyteller and 
Humorist Bruce Walker 
Thursday, November 14 | 11:30 a.m. | Heritage Hall | $7 per person 
Bruce Walker is a former pastor who has also worked with at-risk 
youth. He is now a storyteller and humorist. Bruce enjoys making 
people laugh and getting their minds off day-to-day stresses. He 
draws from his experiences as a minister, businessman, husband, and 
father. His stories have a way of healing the heart and mending the 
soul. Come enjoy this time of fun fellowship and a meal together.

ACTIVE Christian Living Trip: Fort Payne Depot 
Museum, Hosier Museum, and Opera House Tour 
November 8-9 | 11 a.m Depart from church | Cost: $140 plus money for 
lunch (with roommate) or $204 plus lunch money (if rooming alone) 
After departing the church at 11:30 a.m., we will travel to Troy, 
Alabama to tour the Alabama Pioneer Museum. Following the tour 
we will head down the road to Brundidge, Alabama to the We Piddle 
Around Theater to enjoy the dinner theater production of  “Come 

Men’s Ministry

Sharpen Up Breakfast 
Tuesday, November 19 | 6:30-7:15 a.m. | Heritage Hall  
Guys of all ages, we hope you can join us for our next Sharpen Up 
Breakfast on Tuesday, November 19. Start your day with a hearty 
breakfast, a meaningful time of fellowship, and an encouraging 
devotion. Contact Wayne Splawn (wayne@mbbc.org or 205-803-
3484) for more information.
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ACTIVE Christian Living (continued)

Home, It’s Suppertime.” This production is an Alabama folklife 
play. After enjoying the play, along with a delicious Southern dinner, 
we’ll spend the night at the Hampton Inn in Eufala. On Saturday 
morning, before heading home, we’ll tour the Shorter Mansion and 
Fendall Hall and enjoy lunch at one of the local restaurants in town. 

ACTIVE Christian Living’s  5th Annual Christmas Gala 
Featuring the Barbershop Men’s Chorus: Voices Of  The South 
December 12 | 6 p.m. | Hudson Hall and Sanctuary | Cost: $25 per person 
Join us again this year as the Cooks On a Mission cater for us an 
exquisite meal in the elegant Hudson Hall. Following dinner we will 
adjourn to the Sanctuary to hear a delightful program of Christmas 
favorites presented by Birmingham’s own Voices Of  The South 
Barbershop Men’s Chorus. You won’t be disappointed! Tickets go 
on sale for this program on Sunday, November 10 in Hudson Hall 
during the doughnut fellowship before Sunday Morning Bible 
Study and again in the Narthex both before and after the Sanctuary 
Worship service.

Contact Joseph Mendum (sradult@mbbc.org or 205-803-3488) to 
inquire about reservations.

Contact Kely Hatley (kely@mbbc.org or 205-803-3458) for more 
information about our ACTIVE Christian Living ministry. 



Meet Our New 
Staff Member
We are so excited to welcome our new staff member to Mountain 
Brook Baptist Church. In the following pages, you are going to meet 
her and find out more about her faith journey.

FELLOWSHIP
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FELLOWSHIP
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What led you to MBBC? 
I have known about MBBC for years, and I have a sister who  
sings in the Sanctuary Choir (Darla Mosteller, the wife of our 
church organist, Paul). 

What have you enjoyed the most about MBBC? 
So far, other than the fantastic music program, I have enjoyed 
meeting so many friendly people and fellowshipping on Wednesday 
nights.

Tell us about your faith. 
I was saved and baptized in the Baptist church when I was 
nine years old. Since then, I’ve attended churches of other 
denominations, but have remained close to the Baptist faith.  

Where were you born and raised? Tell us about your family. 
I was born and raised in Oxford, Alabama. My immediate family 
includes my daughter, Molly, a senior majoring in pre-med at 
Auburn, and myself. And of course, our red lab, Lilly! 

Where do you work? 
I am the Vocal Instructor and Co-Chair of the Music Department 
at the Alabama School of Fine Arts.

Cathy Spence 
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My hobbies and interests are … 
I enjoy singing opera, watching movies and reading, and spending 
time outdoors with my dog, Lilly.

My favorite Bible Story is … 
The story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego is my favorite 
Bible story. I love the reminder that God was with them through 
the fire, just as He is with us today. They came through without 
even the faintest smell of smoke!   

Is there anything else you would like to share with the church? 
I’m so happy to serve as part of the incredible Music Ministry here 
at Mountain Brook Baptist Church!

Cathy Spence

Began serving October 2019 

Interested in joining MBBC?  
Talk to one of our staff members or 
find out more at mbbc.org/im-new



MBBC Staff Members

Dr. Doug Dortch
SENIOR MINISTER

doug@mbbc.org

Mr. Vince Blackerby
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

vince@mbbc.org

Mr. Joel Burks
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP LEADER

joel@mbbc.org

Dr. Kely Hatley
MINISTER OF MUSIC AND ACTIVE 

CHRISTIAN LIVING

kely@mbbc.org

Mrs. Sharon Howard
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN & 

FAMILY MINISTRIES

sharon@mbbc.org

Mrs. Amy Hirsch
FAMILY MINISTRIES ASSOCIATE

amy@mbbc.org
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Dr. Paul Mosteller
AAGO, ORGANIST

pwmostel@gmail.com

Joseph Mendum
ACTIVE CHRISTIAN LIVING AND
MUSIC MINISTRIES ASSOCIATE

sradult@mbbc.org



Ms. Cathy Spence
PIANIST

cspence@asfa.k12.al.us 

Mr. Tim Sanderlin
ASSOCIATE MINISTER TO 

STUDENTS

tim@mbbc.org

Dr. Wayne Splawn
ASSOCIATE MINISTER

wayne@mbbc.org

Mrs. Mary Splawn
MINISTER OF CONNECTIONS

mary@mbbc.org

Want to find out more about MBBC 
and our staff? Visit mbbc.org/staff
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Mr. Ben Winder
MINISTER TO STUDENTS

ben@mbbc.org
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Generosity Scorecard as of October 27, 2019

2019 Ministries Budget            $3,447,078.00

Weekly Receipts      $23,566.00

YTD Receipts, includes prepays        $2,310,978.93

Average Weekly Budget     $66,289.90

YTD Budget              $2,850,468.26 

Weekly Net      -$42,723.90

YTD Net                 -$539,489.33

 
Remaining receipts required to achieve annual budget: 
$1,136,099.07

Ways to Give

 
To give online,

visit mbbc.org/give.
Text STOREHOUSE 

to 73256. 



MBBC MONTHLY GUIDE 27



Love God. Live with Grace  
and Generosity.

/mountainbrookbaptistchurch

mbbc.org

/mtnbrookbaptist

MBBC Guest (password 803-3452)

205.871.0331


