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Timeline of Three Faith Traditions

• Abraham 2000 BC
• Hinduism 1500 BC
• Exodus 1440 (1250) BC
• David 1000 BC
• Assyria Defeats Israel 722 BC
• Babylon Defeats Judah 586 BC
• Buddhism 563 BC
• Jesus 4 BC-30 
• Islam 622 
• Latter Day Saints 1830



General Guide for Sharing the Gospel
• Pray
• Be respectful
• Know basic Islamic beliefs
• Start with common ground
• Acknowledge the differences
• Share a clear gospel message, emphasize assurance, use 

Bible
• Tell your story of coming to faith
• Stress the importance of family and fellowship
• Anticipate objections



General Guide for Sharing the Gospel

• Pray (Col 4:3; 1 Thes 5:17)
• Be respectful (1 Pet 3:15-16)
• Know basic Islamic beliefs 







Islam – Size
Throughout the World



Global Numbers on Islam

• About 1.6 billion people in the world are Muslim
• Expected to grow by 35% to 2.2 billion in the next 20 

years.
• By 2030, Muslims to comprise over 26% of the world’s 

population, including almost 30% of 15-29 year olds. 
• By 2030, U. S. expected to be home to 6 million 

Muslims.
• U. S. growth primarily through births and migration.



Muslim Distribution



Countries with the Largest Muslim 
Populations 2010, 2030

Country 2010 Pop. 
(millions)

Country Est. 2030 Pop. 
(millions)

Indonesia 205 Pakistan 256 
Pakistan 178 Indonesia 239 
India 177 India 236 
Bangladesh 149 Bangladesh 188 
Egypt 80 Nigeria 117 
Nigeria 76 Egypt 105
Iran 75 Iran 90
Turkey 75 Turkey 89
Algeria 35 Afghanistan 51
Morocco 32 Iraq 48



Islam – Brief History



• 570 Muhammad’s Birth
• 610 Revelation from angel Gabriel
• Qur’an means “recitations”
• Monotheism conflicted with Polytheism
• Persecution
• Muhammad and followers flee 622 from Mecca to Medina
• 630 Develops army and takes control of Mecca
• Unifies all the tribes in the Arabian Peninsula under Islam 

by 631.
• June 8, 632, Muhammad Dies



Branches of Islam



Branches of Islam

• Sunni
• Shi’ite
• Sufi (mystic and ascetics)
• Minor Sects: Wahhabis (mostly in Saudi Arabia), Druze 

(Lebanon, Syria, N. Israel), Alawites (Syria), and 
Ahmadiyas (Pakistan)



Two Major Branches of Islam

Sunni
• 80%
• Muhammad’s Successor 

should be elected 
• Authority of written 

traditions
• Separation of religious and 

civil authorities
• Saudi Arabia is a Sunni 

nation

Shi’ite
• Muhammad’s Successor 

should come from his 
bloodline

• Authority of religious 
leaders

• No separation between 
religious and civil authorities

• Predominant in Iran and Iraq



General Beliefs of Islam
Islam = “submission to God”
Muslim = “one who submits”



God

•God is one
•Has no partner
•Great sin to see God with a partner



Angels

•Hierarchy of angels between God and people
•Gabriel is the highest ranking angel
•Every person is assigned two angels for record-
keeping

• Jinn are lowest ranking and usually bad and can 
possess people



Prophets

•Many prophets have been sent
•Most unknown
•Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon, 
Jonah, John the Baptist, and Jesus.

•Muhammad is the greatest and latest



Scriptures

•Four highest-ranking prophets given books
• Moses (Torah)
• David (Psalms)
• Jesus (Gospel)
• Muhammad (Qur’an)

•Only the Qur’an is uncorrupt. Authoritative in 
Quranic Arabic.



Day of Judgment

•People will be judged based on their deeds.
• If good deeds outweigh bad deeds, then the 
Muslim enters Paradise.

• If bad deeds outweigh good deeds, then people 
go to hell.

•Only God knows if the good deeds outweigh the 
bad.



Obligations of Islam
Five Pillars of Islam



Five Pillars

•Shahadah
•Salat
•Sawm
•Zakat
•Hajj



Shahadah

• Means “to bear witness”
• Faith declaration to become Muslim



Salat

• Prayer (generally 15-30 minutes)
• Spread over five times each day (dawn, noon, midafternoon, 

dusk, two hours after sunset)
• Individual or corporate
• Prescribed washing before praying
• Toward Mecca
• Noon, Friday mosque gathering with sermon





Sawm

•Fasting
•Commemoration of Muhammad receiving 
Qur’an during month of Ramadan

•Daylight fast everday (including abstinence from 
smoking and sex)



Zakat

• Almsgiving
• 2.5% of income to poor and needy



Hajj
• Pilgrimage to Mecca
• Done at least once during lifetime if health and finances 

allow
• Dressed in white to eliminate class and distinction 



Sharing the Gospel with Muslims



General Guide for Sharing the Gospel

• Pray
• Be respectful
• Know basic Islamic beliefs
• Listen well, everyone is different
• Start with common ground (Acts 17:22-23)



Common Ground as a Place to Start

•One
•Transcendent and creator of all
•Sovereign
•Omnipotent 
•Spoken to humans by prophets and writings
•Will judge the wicked



General Guide for Sharing the Gospel

• Pray
• Be respectful
• Know basic Islamic beliefs
• Listen well, everyone is different
• Start with common ground
• Acknowledge the differences



Gospel Distinctives

•Historical Account of Jesus
• Incarnation/Divinity
•God’s Holiness
•State of Humanity
•God’s Love and Salvation
•Exclusiveness of Jesus



Gospel Distinctives
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14).

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to all the 
congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You 
shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy” (Lev 19:1-2).

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom 
3:23).



Gospel Distinctives
None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no 
one seeks for God (Rom 3:10-11).

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life (John 3:16)

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us (Rom 5:8)



Gospel Distinctives

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me” 
(John 14:6).

And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among people by 
which we must be saved (Acts 4:12).



General Guide for Sharing the Gospel
• Pray
• Be respectful
• Know basic Islamic beliefs
• Start with common ground
• Acknowledge the differences
• Share a clear gospel message, emphasize assurance, use 

Bible
• Tell your story of coming to faith
• Stress the importance of family and fellowship
• Anticipate objections



Anticipate Objections

•The Bible has been corrupted.
•You worship three gods.
• Jesus did not die on the cross.
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